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Clanse 89 —Cancellation of amalgama-
tion :

Hon. Z. LANE moved as an amend-
ment,

Thet Subelause 2 be struck out.
Too much was left to the discretion of the
Minister. The Colonial Secretary had
stated that the Bill was to be recom-
mitted for the purpose of reconsidering a
previous amendment, und if the amend-
ment referred to was strock out it would
be necessary to have this subclanse struck

" out too.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY :
This clause provided for transferring
amalgamations from the present Act to
the Bill, so that there would not be two
sets of mining laws referring to the same
holdings. Where any amalgamation was
bona fide there was absolutely no need to
be frightened over the clanse. No objec-
tion was taken by the Mines Department
to amalgamation as a whole, but the
amalgamations registered under the pre-
sent Act would be registered under the
Bill.

How. Z. Lawe: If that was so, why
not say it in the clanse ?

rASSTABLY. ]

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY: It

could not be said plainer.

Hon,
fair to those who had amalgamated leases
under the old Act to have their amal-
gamation cancelled.

Hox. J. T. GLOWREY : The clause
took away the rights of certain persons.
"There was no undertaking on the part of
the Mines Department that a company
would again receive amalgamation, it
having been cancelled under the old law,
While the present Minister was adminis-
tering the department there was notbing

A. G. JENKINS: It was not .

Flection Return.

Aves. Nous.
Hou. J. D. Connolly Hon, E, M, Clarke
Hon, C. ¥, Dempster Han, J. M. Drew
Hou. J. T. Glowrey Hon. J, W. Hackett
Hon. A. 3, Jenkins Hon. W. Kingsmill
Hon. Z, Lane Homn, K. Laurie
Hoo. C. Sommers Hon. W. T. Loton
Hon, J. W, Wright Hon, M, L., Moss
Hon. A. Dempater Hou. J. E. Richardson
(Teller). Hon, J. A. Thomson
Hon. B. C. O'Brien
{Taller).

Amendment thus
clause passed.

Clause 90— agreed to.

Progress reported, and leave given to
it again

negatived, and the

ADJOURNMENT. &

The House adjourned at half-past 6
o’clock, until the next day.

Tegrslatibe 3ssembly,
Monday, 14th December, 1903,
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to fear, but one cuuld not tell who might .

be Minister for Minres is a vear or two.
Trr COLONIAL SECRETARY:

According to the Minister for Mines there
existed in this State the amalgamation of |

leases held by different owners which had
been obtained in some cases by frand.
A bong fide amalgzamation had nothing
whatever to fear from the provisions of
the Bill.
Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result . —
Ayes v 8
Noes 10

Majority against ... 2

Tae SPEAKER took the Chair at
2-30 o’cluck, p.m.

Pravers.

PAPERS PRESENTED,

By the MinisTer ForR WoRKS: Alter-
ativns in Railway Classification and Rate
Book. .

By the PreEmier: Report of Govern-
ment Gardens Inquiry Board.

Ordered, to lie on the table.

ELECTION REETURN, NELSON.

The SPEAEER announced the return of
writ for the election of a member fur



Questinna.

Nelson, suowing that JMr, John Russell

‘Walter had been duly elected.

QUESTION—RAILWAY ENGINE-DRIVER
REDUCED.

Me. PLIGOTT, for Mr. Moran, asked
the Minister for Railways: Why Driver
J. H. Winzar iz kept at Fremantle, at
reduced wages, when he bas been certified
by medical experts as being thoroughly
competent to do the work for which he
waa engaged.

Tuee MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: Winzar has bhad numerous
trials and has failed at the lot. In order
that there should be no possibility of
complaint he had his mate with him at
the later trials, and had lo give up; he
failed to distinguish between red and
green at 300 yards, and other similar
tests. The safety of the public demands
that where a man’s vigion is defective he
should not he emploved in any position
where such defective vision might cause
a mishap.

QUESTION—GOVERNMENT GARDENS
INQUIRY.
Mr. DAGLISH asked the Premier:

1, Whether the inguiry inte the adminis-
tration of the Government gardens has
yet been completed, 2, Ifsn, , whether he
will Jay the evidence and report upon the

table of the House.
*  Tur PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2,
I now place on the table the file referred
to.

QUESTION—FREMANTLE DOCK,
FLOATING.

Me. HIGHAM asked the Minister for
Works: Whether, in the event of no site
for the Fremantle dock west of the rail-
way bridge meeting the approval of the
experts, and in view of the immense
expendilure on uccount of new bridges
and railway improvements necessary if
the dock is to be placed east of the pre-
sent bridges, the Minister will obtain a
full report from the experts as to a float-
ing dock adequate for the requirements
of the port for many years.

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: Yes. The question of a floating
dock bas already received considerable
attention, and the data now in the pos-
session of the department will bebrought
under the consideration of the experts '
referred to.

[14 DecevmnEr, 1903.]

; question had received attention,
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COLLIE.NARROGIN RAILWAY BILL.

Read a third time, and transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

JANDAKOT RAILWAY BILL.
IN COMMITTER.
Mz. FPourxEs in the Chair; the Minis-
TER FOR WoRES in charge of the Bill.
Claunses 1, 2—agreed to.
Clause 3—Deviation :

Mer. HOLMES: Had the Government
paid any attention to the suggestion to
fix a terminus, or was the railway to be

“allowed to wander among the sandhills

looking for a terminus? In default of a
definite proposal from the Minister, he
{Mr. Holines) would move the amend-
ment tabled by the member for the
Murray (Mr. Atking).

THE CHAIRMAN : Questions dealing

with the route could not be discussed
under this ¢lause, but under the schedule
only.
Byin.. MORAN: The length of the line
wus six miles, and the clause sought a
right to deviate for eight miles. The line
should start from Robb's Jetty and
ghould follow the Forrest road, thus
serving the thickly-settled portion of the
district instead of going through vacant
paddocks. Was it wise to run right
down the coast to Woodman's Point
because there was a magazines depdt and
a contagious disenses honpital there? If
the line had not been made as far as
‘Woodman’s Point there would have been
no suggestion of starting there. No one
would deny that by constructing a line
on the route suggested it would pass
through two or three large paddocks.

Tee CHaiguaw: The line had already .
been made to Woodman’s Point, there-
fore he ruled that the route eould not be
discussed. The clause dealt with the
deviation, and the route could not be
discussed at the present stage,

Mr. MORAN: If members could not
discuss the route of the railway under the
deviation clause, then they could not dis-
cues the branches.

Teg CeatgMan: Members would be
able to discuss the route on the schedule.

M=z MORAN : No starting point was
mentioned in the Bill; it was a Jandakot
railway.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS : This
In con-
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sidering the matter he bad asked the
Inspector for [Engineering Surveys
whether it would be necessary to deviate
from the present terminus for the Janda-
kot railway in consequence of the ulti-
mate extension of the line ; and were
there any reasons why the present ter-
minus common to either line if extended
to Armadaleor Mundijong? Was it purely
for engineering reasous, to abtain suitahle
fra.des, that the wavy line had been
ocated us ehown on the plan. Mr. Muir

reported that the present proposed ter- |

minus would be common to an exten-
sion either to Armadale or Mundijong,
and the wavy line as shown on plan
would be necessary to obtain a ruling
grade of 1 in 60, and would save
expensive earthworks. The route as
shown on the plan was the best the
present surveys had shown, but it was
hoped to be able to do better than that.
That was why so extensive a limit of
deviation was given in the clause. The
suggestion of the member for West Perth
would be taken into serious considera-
tion,and he admitted there was a good deal
in what the member said; but that had
already occurred to the Government and
had been pointed out by the Inspector of
Engiveering Survevs. With the infor-
mation at present before the Government
the routeas shown was the best one from
an engineering standpoint, according to
existing information, but farther inquiry
would be made, and with the lhmit of
deviation provided in the Bill it might
be possible to obtain a better route
without deviating to the extent of four
" miles.
M=z. Moran: Would the clause allow
" the Minister to start the line at Robb's
Jetty if thought necessary ?

Tar MINISTER: Yes.

Me. JACOBY: Could not members
discuss the route, as the Government had
power to deviate from the starting point?

Tue CeairmMan: The line of route
could be dealt with on the schedule.

Mr. JACOBY : Strong opinions had
been expressed in the House that some-
thing farther should be done in connec-
tion with the line, and unless the scope

of the discussion could be widened, it
would be difficult to arrive at a decision.

It was debatable whether the line should
te.

[ASSEMBT.Y.)

Bill, in Commilttee.

Tue Crmeman: The starting point
i was fized in the schedule, which stated
that the starting point should be the

Fremantle - Woodman's Point railway.
| The question of the route could be dealt
with when the schedule was reached.

Mer. JACOBY: The QGovernment
should have had sufficient information
at present to come to a decision as to the
exact route of the line. It was hardly
much longer than a siding, and had been
, reported om very fully, therefore the
(Government should have come down
with definite information as to the route.

Tae CHATRMAN : The route could not

be discussed now.
' Mr.JACOBY : A definite route should
have been fixed instead of allowing n
four-miles deviation. Surely the route
could be discussed on the clause,

Tae CRAIRMAN: No; it could be dealt
with on the schedule.

Mg. JACOBY moved as an amend-
ment—

That in line 4 the word *four” be struck

out and “one” inserted in lieun.
He was not anxious to tie the hands of
the Government as to the exact spot
where the line should be put but with a
short line the Government should pro-
pose a definite route.

Me. Higaam: The four miles devia-
tion would allow what the hon. member
wanted. .

Mgr. JACOBY : Members should not
be expected to vote for a line the exact
location of which they did not know.
Under the clause the line enuld be taken
a great distance on one side or the other.
It was a bad principle to lay down in a
Bill. The Government should have had
fuall information at their disposal o have
decided on the best route to take. The
four-mile deviation would lead to a
tremendous amount of route pulling and
would wupset the different districts,
Interested parties would require the line
to be built four miles one way or four miles
another way. It would lead to dissatis-
faction in the district. He was prepared
to go with the Government if they said the
railway which he preferred and which
was a direct route, should be fizxed in the
Bill

Tee PREMIER: When addressing

. the electors he, on referring to this ques-
not start considerably closer to Frewan-

tion, indicated that in the opinion of the
Government « line between Fremantle
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and the South-Western Railway would
shortly become an absolute necessity from
a railway point of view. If in the mean-
time, by commencing the construction of
a portion of the line we conld relieve a
body of settlers deserving consideration,
that portion should be construcied. In
giving instructions to the engineer for
the survey of the line, the Government
in no way interfered. They ssid their
object was to bhave the most efficient
communication from Fremantle to the
South-Western line, and to ascertain what
route should bLe followed for the short
distance contemplated. They were iu-
formed by Mr. Muir, one of our most
compelent surveyors, that the line should
run 4 indicated on the map. He did
not like that wavy line, and would have
liked & more straight route. For that
reason the Government provided that by
this Bill they shonld have a right of
deviation, his determmination being that

[14 DecevnEr, 1903.]
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a railage of 43 miles, whereas if they
could draw direct from Jarrahdale into
Robb’s Jetty the distance would be only
22 miles.

Mr. PIGOTT : The deviation required
was ouly needed for engineering purposes.
By the present Bill the Government were
asking permission to build a line six or
six and a-half miles. If they intended to
build thig as part of a line eventually to
connect with the South-Western, they
should bave made up their minds defi-
nitely, before coming to the House and
asking for this authority, as to where the
line was eventually to join the South-
Western. If they took the whole line
into consideration no doubt this line
would e a straightl one from the sturting
point to its junction with the South-
Western. He could not see why they

. should not agree to hold the Bill over,

fuller and farther examination should be

made before we fixed upon the route.
He wished to provide a suflicient area to
secure the best route.

Mr. HOLMES: There should be direct

communication between Fremantle and -

the South-Western Railway. The sug-
gestion thrown out by the member for
West Perth was a good one, and if what
was proposed would allow the Govern-
ment to take advantage of a different
starting point we should, he thought,

congratulate ourselves upon it. He would

point out, however, that this Bill gave
the Government practically the right to
send the line wherever they chose, and in
allowing that the Committee was perhaps
establishing a dangerous precedent. If,
a3 snggested by the member for the Swan,
the Guvernment had had the fullest infor-
mation in connecting this line, they bad
been very badly advised. He could not
understand why, nor could he get anyone
who understood the country to tell him
why, they bad been wandering about in
this aimless manner around trees and
. sandhills looking for a terminus.

Tae Premier: If we went in a
gtraight. line we should bave to do more
embankment.

Mz. HOLMES: It would be an in-
justice to Fremantle to penalise it to the
extent proposed by this Bill. The Smelt-
ing Works bad been druwing their wood
supplies from Jurrabdale, and paying for

but as they were determined to go on

I with it they should, before the matter was

finally settled, come to a conclusion as to
the direct track, and not request permis-
sion to build a railway sizx miles long and
then ask for power to daviate from the
centre of the line four miles on either
gide. If we passed this Bill in its present
form we should be giving the (Fovern.
ment power to build this short line of six
miles in any track they thought fit.
Apparently the Government thought the
line should be built, and bhad their reports
from the engineers and responsible officers
saving that the best track for it was this
zig-zag track shown by the plan, but the
Government at present were not prepared
to accept that. If we passed the Bill
unzltered the Government would not
build the kne on that {rack, but
where they thought fit, and it might
be on a track which would nut suit
the engineering department. The Gov-
ernment had made a mistake in Dbring-
ing down the Bill without fully making
up their minds as to the route. Hea
hoped the House would bind the Gov-
ernment down by limiting the . power
of deviation, for then the Government
would be compelled to build the railway
along the track recommended by their
engineers, or none at all.

Mgr. BIGHAM: All were agreed on
the necessity for a connection between
Frewantle and the Sonth-Western Rail-
way, and that the section proposed to be
built to Jandakot should be the first
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section of such a juuction railway. We
could, therefore, deal with the section to
Jandakot on its merits. He was inclined
to thiak that the route shown on the plan
was not the best available; Lut if the
Government used the powers of deviation,
they could get a more economical route,
which would be better. Should we tie
the hands of the Government by refusing
to allow a deviation up to four.miles, we
deprived them of the power of getting a
more economical route. The fact that
members were opposed to the cirenitous
route proposed, and were of ¢pinion that
the starting point was so far south as to
lengthen the distance, and that the route
was not the best, should induce the Gov-
ernment to find a better route, even if they
came back to Owen's Anchorage as a
starting point. It was wrong in saying
that the proposed route ran through
paddocks. On the other hand, it ran
from the north end of Coogee through
gmall closely-cultivated holdings, with
the exception of one paddock slightly
touched.
though they might not agree with the
principle of allowiog so much discretion
to the (Fovernment, to pass the clause in
the interests of the railway to connect
with the South-Western railway, because
it would probably start from a point
nearer to Fremantle,

Mr. JOHNSON: Those who thought
that the proposed route was not the
most desirable would defeat their object
by supporting the amendmeunt. He
thought the Government were only justi-
fied 1n building a line to connect the
South-Western railway with Fremautle,
and that the Government had not adopted
the best route for so doing. Conse-
quently he felt inclined to oppose the
Bill, and had the leader of the Opposition
stuck to his guns and forced a division
he (Mr. Johnson) would have supported
the previous amendneont.

Me. Jacory: Why did not the hon.
member call for a division ?

Mr. JOHNSON : That was the duty
of the leader of the Opposition, who
evidently was afraid of his own party,
A more desirable route could be adopted,
and therefore we must give the Govern-
ment power to deviate from the route
now proposed, and must trust the Gov-
ernment to adopt a betterroate. Should

Members would do well,

[ASSEMBLY.]

|
|
|
|
|
|

* “in the bug.”

the (Grovernment not do so, the matter

Bill, in Commillee.

would he heard of during next Parlia-
ment. It would be suicidal to limit the
Government to a one-mile radius, because
the Government would not then bhave an
opportunity of adopting a Letter route.

Me. ATKINS notified his intention of
moving an amendment to the schedule so
as to secure another route, and asked
whether any definite survey had been
made of the proposed route.

Ter MINISTER: A survey was made,
but not a perinanent survey. The In-
spector of Engineering Surveys was asked
to supply the best route he could give
for a railway from Woodinan’s Point to
junction with the South- Western railway
vie Jandakot, and that officer said that
the present proposed terminus would be
common to an extension either to Arma-
dale or Mundijong, and that the route
would save extensive earthworks. The
line-as shown on the plan was the line
recoinmended hy the engineer as being
the best that could be obtained with
the starting point then given. If it
was possible, by altering the starting
point and coming hack a little under

‘the power given in the clause to get a

strighter line, it would be dome. The
amendment was very strange. The
leader of the Opposition said: “ We
want the best route possible; therefore
limit the power of devialion so the
Government cannot get the best route
possible.” Tt was obvious that the
greater power of deviation given the
greater the chance of getting a good line.
He hoped the power would not be reduced
in any way, and that the Commitiee
would understand that, no matter whether
the ultimate point of junction be Arma-
dale or Mundijong, we were assured by
the Inspector of Engineering Surveys
that Jandakot would be common to both
routes.

Me. ATKINS: By fixivg the Inspector
of Engineering Surveys to a certain
starting point we put that officer rather
JE the officer had been
allowed to start from any point between
Woodman’'s Point and the smelting works
he would probably have heeu able to get
a better grade and a more direct route
for the ultimate junction with the South-
Western Railway.

TaE MINISTER: That power was given
by the clause.



Jandakot Railway

Mz. ATKINS : Tbe eugineer was not |
given any latitude. By starting nearer
to the smelting works the railway would
get through the sea hills by a much
better grade on the skew than by going
from Woodman's Point across them on
the square, and the railway would be
approximately following a direct line to
erther Mundijong or Armadale, and would
go through new country. The Wood-
man’s Point route was good enough for
the settlers at Coogee.

Tae Omaieman: The hon. member
must confine himself to the question of
deviation.

Mx. ATKINS: If there was any
probability of the line going forward,
he would be satisfied with the deviation,
but he did not see how it would do mucl
good if theline went so far south, Hon.
members should realise that it was better
to bhave latitude in deviation as Jong as
it was in the right direction.

Mr. HOLMES: Evidentiy Mr. Muir
had been incorrectly instructed to the
affect that the railway was only a branch
Jine and not a section of a main line
ultimately to be constructed. Hence, to
avoid expenditure, the suggested route
wandered round the sandhills. If in-
structions for a direct main line had been
given, the proposed deviation would have
beer unnecessary. He (Mr. Holmes)
would sooner see the Bill thrown out
than accept the proposal to penalise Fre-
mantle and the South-West by a route
10 miles longer than was needed.

Mr. Moran: A four-miles deviation
permitted the engineer to alter his start-
ing point. Could he alter the finishing
point also ?

Tae MINISTER: The route was
detailed in the schedule, and commenced
by a junction with the Fremantle-Wood-
man’s Point railway, not necessarily at
Woodman's Point, and terminated near
the intersection of the Forrest and Beenup
roads. It had to finish in the Jandakot
Area, not necessarily at the Jandakot
Hall, though there was no intention to
terminate anywhere else. To alter the
starting point might be fonnd advisable.

Mg. JACOBY: Any deviazfion made
should shorten the route from the South-
Western line to Fremantle. Only to
secure connection with the existihg rail.
way would he and other members vote for
the line,

(14 Drcemser, 1903,
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a8 possible, secure the most direct route,

| make the line capable of carrying heavy

Keep the proposed line ag short .

traffic, and du not spare 4 few pounds. He
withdrew his amendment.

Amendment withdrawn, and the cluuse
passed.

Clause 4—Power to Governor to com-
pusorily purchase land within twelve
miles of railway:

M=. MORAN: Whatapplieation ¢could
this clause have to a short suburban line ?
Tn the uwitimate continuation of the line
it would be of advantage, but it should
not be provided fill required.

Mr. HIGHAM: The c¢lause seemed
unvecessary, both now and for the future.
The greater part of the route traversed an
agricultural area already cut up into
comparatively small blocks; and a pro-
posal to resume such lands for sub-
division was absurd. The majority of
the blocks were already in use; and on no
section of the route were there large
blocks, except in that through which the
line would pass if continued to Mundijong.

Tae MINISTER : A similar clause was
in the Collie-Narrogin Railway Bill; and
though the conditions here were different
it was bhardly consistent to give the
power in one Bill and not in another.
The clause was not likely to he applied to
the first section of the line; but in addi-
tion to providing for resumption of eight
miles on each side of the railway, power
was taken to resume within a radins of
eight miles of the terminal point.

Me. Atxrns: Why disturb the minds
of Fremantle and suburban landhelders
by fear of compulsory purchase ?

T MINISTER: Any land 1aken
must be certified by the Minister as suit-
able for closer agricultural settlement
under the Lands Purchuse Act. Lands
in and around Fremantle could not be
affected. The clanse would apply to none
but large blocks suitable for settlement,
of which no use was made.

Mr. Arrmng: Would it be fair to
resume such a block as the Davilak
property ?

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
land could not be taken fcr nothing. The
Government must pay fair compensation
fized by an arbitration board. ‘'T'he clause
was inserted to prevent the landowner
getling any advantage in the transaction
by reason of the l‘ﬁ.lle.V enbancing the
value of his land. He (the Minister)
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would comsider whether small settlers
could be exempted fromn the operation of
the clause.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Bitl, in Commitfee.

this guburban line. Personally this pro-

* posal would benefit him.

Me. ATKINS: If it were proposed to

bave power to take land omly for a short
distance from the railway, he could
understand it; but when there was
another railway within a radius of 18
miles and a second railway within a
radiue of three miles why should power
be given to take land within o rading of
eight miles of this line ? The deviation
would extend to the beach on one side of
the railway and eight miles towards the
South-Western raiiway on the other side.
That was not fair to the people living in
the country and one could not say that
the Grovernment always would do whait
was fair. If it was provided that the
land could be taken within a radius of
four miles that might be agreeable, but
the proposal was to build a ruilway for
gix miles, and then power'was given to
take land for eight miles on either side of
that line of railway.

Tae MirNigrEr ForR WORKS:
miles would be accepted.

M=z. PIGOTT: The eight-mile pro-
vigion had better be retained.

Mz. DIAMOND : What the object of
the clause was one could not see.
limit of eight miles would give the Gov-
ernment the right to purchase land eight
miles from the terminal point and right
up to Rocky Bay.

Tae MINISTER FOR WORES:
either side of the actual line.

Mz. DIAMOND: In a northerly
direction it would enable the Grovermmnent
to purchase the Davilak estate und would
include the land right up to the Swan
River. It was not fair to give the Gov.
ernment this power. The Government
would have the right to purchase land
eight miles south of the railway.
did not believe the Government would be
a party to any jobbery, but he would not
trust any Government with such a large
power. If it could be shown that the
clause was not inserted to enable the
Government to enter into any land
transaction he would not object to it,
but be could not see why the Government
would require to purchase land eighi
miles north of the railway. He could
understand such power In conuection
with 4 country live but not in regard to

Four

On

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
olject of the elnuse was that where lands
were unimproved within an area served
by this or any other railway, the Guv-
ernment should huve the power to pur-
chase that land when it was required
by the Agricultural Department and was
certified to by the Minigier for Lands as
suitable for closer agricultural settle-
ment. He moved to add at the end of
the clause the same words as were added
in a similar clause in the Collie-Narrogin
Railway Bill : —

Provided that no land shall be compulsorily
purchased until the land purchase hoard has
reported thereon.

Mr. MORAN: It was not wise to
tinker with large principles. This wasa
very small tinpot way of dealing with the

" problem of land taxation, and seemed

The

He |
' with the other States.

absurd on the face of it. On the Eastern
Railway line, which had been boilt for
20 years, the Government had allowed
peeple to own large estates abutting ou
the railway. The people had dose nothing
with the land, and the Governmeut
proposed to do nothing fo make the
people use the land. In the case of the
Collie-Narregin Railway and the railway
before the Comniittee people had gone on
without railway communication for years,
and now they were goiny to get it they were
to be penalised, while those persons who
had had a railway for 20 years wounld
still go acot free. The principle to be
dealt with was how were we to make
people who ought to use their land,
use it? An unimproved land tax could
be put on and would apply all over
Western Australia to those who were
holding land, and who had held it
unjustly and were obtaining the unearned
inecrement. We should go in for a great
principle that would bring us inte line
This was patchy
legislation which must beget a fecling of
injustice being done to some people.

[Sitting suspended for 10 minutes.]

[Mr. QuiNLaN took the Chair.]

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
member for West Perth had argued that
if it was deyirable to apply the principle
involved in this clause to land near this
railway it should apply in all such cases.
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To a great extent he agreed with the hon.
member. We sought last session to

{14 Decemper, 1903.]

enact the betterment prineiple, but failed

in doing that; and as we must make a
beginning, this was o beginning.

Mg, Moeraw: In the right direction,
but in the wrong place. ‘

Tur MINISTER: It was to be hoped
the Cowmmittee would allow the proposal
to stand. He did not see that any in-
jusiice could be doue by the adoption of

this principle, but on the contrary pos-

sibly on occasions a great deal of goed
might arise.

Me. HASTIE: The other day the
Government took power to buy land
within 12 miles of the railway then
under consideration, whereas in this in-
stance they limited it to eight miles; why
was that ?

Tae Premier: There was the ocean
on one side, and on the other a rilway.

Mzr. HASTIE could see no reason for

limiting the power in this case, and if it °

were so limited fhe Narrogin people
would consider the measure very unfair,

Mr. HOLMES : We had established a
principle in connection with the Collie
Railway Bill, and that being so, although
not liknng this clause, it would be a fair
thing to follow out what the House de-
cided on the other night. Tn regard to
this particular railway, very little harm
would be done, if the clause remained as
it stood. Any good land along the pro-
" posed line had been largely taken
up and usel, with a couple of ex-
ceptions. If there was one person whom
the clause would catch, it would be himself.
The line would not put him in any better
position. He was opposed to the line
going throogh his property, and if what
he advocaled were carried out, the line
would go south.

Me. HASTIE : There was a priuciple

at stake here,and the Government having -

alrendy declured they should take com-
pulsory powers of purchase regarding
the land within 12 miles of a railway,
why should we depart from that distance
and make it eight miles? We did not
waut to take part of the sea, but there
were some portions of land 12 miles
away which it would be wise for the
(Government to purchase to enconrage
closer settlement. Surcly it would do no
harm to fix the distance at 12 miles,
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Tag PREMIER: Between this line
and the South-Western Railway so far
as the Government knew there were only
one or two places that could be purchased
which offered any chance of agricultural
development; and those were in the
eight-mile limit. It we took a 12.mile
limit we should be gotng into an area
that would Dbe served not by this rail-
way buot hy the existing South-West-
ern Railwa;. Where we were building
o railway w3 should not give the bolders
of unimproved land, land capable of
closer settlement, an advantage from
that rauiltway. If the distance were
made 12 wiles, the wrea would in some
instances, he believed, overlap the Bouth-
Western, That was not what the Gov-
ernment intorled. Where land would
be benefited by the construction of a
line the Government should have the
right to porchase that land, and at a
price unenhanced by the construction of
the line, The land capable of closer
settlement along the proposed line was
not much. At Jandakot we had a great
number of small holdings which although
nominally coming within the purview of
this clause would unot be affected by it.
All we could deal with were the large
holdings, and the large holdings capuble
of closer settlement which would be
served by this railway were well inside
t'.he1 eight-mile limit prescribed by the
Bill.

Mg. HASTIE : If the Premier's argu-
ment held good, the clause we putinto the
Collie-Natrogin Railway Bill was wrong
because there was considerable land
within 12 miles of the railway at Collie
or Narrogio, and we had specifically given
the Government power to purchase that
land. The principle, bowever, adopted
in that Bill was a wise principle,
and should be adopted in this Bill. -No
one would think that the Government
would take undue advantage of the power.
The Public Works Act provided that the
Government could buy the land at its
value before the advent of the railway,
with an addition of 10 per cent., so that
the people would not be benefited
through the sale of their land by the
building of the railway. There was no
harm in the 12-mile radius, and if we
once adopted the principle in two Bills it
would practically become the law and

. practice of the State,
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Mr. ATKINS: Did the Premier in.
advertantly mention unimproved land ?
If 50, it would satisfy the people to know
what course was to be pursued. The
Government might tell a man who had
improved his land to an extent he thought,
sufficient, that the improvements were not
Bui‘ﬁment and might compulsonly buy the
land.

Tae PreEMiee : It all depended on the
definition of “ unimproved.”

Mg. ATKINS: It would be asafeguard
to specify unimproved lands.

Tae Premicr: It was necessary to
have the land reported on by the Lands
Purchage Board before purchasing.

[ASSEMBLY.]

- tion for improvement purposes.

Mr. ATKINS: A man owning 500 -

acres might be gradually improving his
land, and might only be able to cultivate
100 acres. The board might say he had
not improved his land because he had not
cultivated the other 400 acres, and might
take his land from bim. That would be
unfair. There were many people strug-
gling to hold on to their bits of land,
expecting year by year to cultivate the
whole of their block.

Tae PrEMIER: What would the Gov-
ernment want with 500 acres for closer
settlement purposes?

Me. ATKINS: People did not want
more than 50 acres of certamn land at
Jandakot for close settlement. It would
be better to put in the word * unim-
proved,” and fight the question out after-
wards.

Mg, DIAMOND: The country did
not want a man who only cultivated 100
acres out of 500. Did the deviation
clause refer to the ohjective point of the
railway, or could the Government deviate
four miles in any direction ?

Taz PreEmIER: That was the object of
the clause.

Mr. MORAN: By the propusal the
Government could purchase land at
South Perth or could come eight miles
back along the coast and purchase land
towards Fremantle. The Premier argued
that there was a chance of overlapping
the radius of another railway, but we
were only tinkering with the principle of
unimproved land taxation. There was
no reason why we should buy the Jan-
dakot man's land, and not buy the land
of the man at York. The time had
arrived when we wanted a properly
thought-out system of compulsory taxa-
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As it
was now, we merely penalised the man
whom we should penalise the least. In
other words, the man who bad a railway
for years and did nothing with his land,
should be penalised before the man who
had po railway. In fact the Government
were beginnioy at the wrong end.

Mz. HASTIE would be glad to penalise
the man who had a railway, and would
do his best to yet a lund tax iwposed.
It was no argument, however, to say that
because we had been makmg peoples’
land valuable for 20 years by the expendi-
ture of public money, we should go on
with that system for ever. Theurgument
was offered against every form of restric-
tion and taxation.

M=z. MORAN: The hon. member's
argument was lopsided. He (Mr. Moran)
was in favour of a land tax and income
tax, and in favour of compulsory pur-
chase for closer settlement ; bot he would
deal with the people as & whole, and not
in this fashion,

Amendment pegatived, and the clause
as amended agreed to.

Clause 5—Purchase inoney to be deter-
mined under Public Works Act, 1902 :

Mr. MORAN: The Government had
never purchased estates without due
allowance for every factor that wmade for
its value. The whole value of an estate
wight arise from its proximity to a rail-
way : and this subelause was not fair in
gaying that “no regard should be had
to any increased value occasioned by the
railway”  Such increased value had
beer allowed for in every estate previously
purchased for closer settlement, lrut no
such allowance was to be made in regard
to those persons whe beld land aloog
this small railway. There was no equity
in that.

Mz JACOBY: The Government
would be in an anomalous position if the
principle of this clanse were applied to
land adjacent to this railway; and yet
compensation was to be allowed for the
increased value of land adjacent to other
railways when sach land was purchased
compulsorily for closer settlement. Did
the Government propose to go om pur-
chasing estates throughout the country,
and allowing compensation for the in-
creased value caused by their nearness to
a ratlway ¥
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Tae PREMIER regretted that he

could vot tell the hon. member what the
policy was, but in due eourse the country
would know it. We were dealing simply
with the clause applying to this new rail-
way, and no doubt there were objections
to the application of the principle for the
first time. Such objection was always
urged against new legislation. What-
ever wight have been the practice in the
past, the State now contemplated the
building of & ratlway between point A and
point B, and by constructing the railway
the land adjacent to it would be consider-
ably enhanced in value on either side of
theline. Forthe purposes of the State it
needed the land through which the rail-
way was to pass, in order to promote
closer settlement. By the Public Works
Act of last year we made a provision
enabling the Goverument to take land
required for the constraction of a rail-
way, and at a valuation irrespective of
that work. Why should not the same
principle apply not only to land required
for the comstruction of a work, but also
to land required by the State for a
purpose equally urgent in the securing
of closer settlement? No amount of
phraseology in an Act could prevent the
arbitrators from considering the fact of
a railway being there, in assessing the
value of land. Why should we say in
this case that the owner of the land had
an icherent right to obtain the value of
the land, plus increased value resulting
from the cunstruction of a railway
through ornearit? He had that right so
far ag it was given him by existing legis-
lation. The betterment principle was
equally an infringement on the right to
which the member for West Perth
referred, because it applied only to a
railway that was proposed to be con-
structed, and did not apply to a railway
already constructed. Seo it might be
urged there was not equity in those cases,
and that some owners were deprived of
a right which was given to other owners.
Wherever the State constructed a rail-
way, it should reserve the right to acquire
land for the constraction and to acquire
land for closer settlement, at a price not
enbanced by reason of the State work.
Any general principie would be open to
the same objection ip its first applica-
tion. In New South Wales, for instance,
during the last year or two the legisla-
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tion provided that in building a railway

the land ou either side shonld bear an

increased burden of land taxation. There-

fore might neot those owners complain

that they were chosen as the first to

whom the increased burden should be

applied ? In applying tbe principle of

this clause the hardship would not be so

much in the proclamation of the principle

as in applying it to particular cases.

Persons might say they were treated very

harshly by baving the principle applied

to their land, and the sawe principle not

applied to all other land. The better-

ment principle. implied an increase of

tuxation on those lands benefited by

public works. This clause embodied a

new principle, and one well worthy of
consideration. Perhaps the most scientific

way would be by means of increased land

taxation, if we had that taxation in opera-

tion ; but not having thut taz, presumably

the hon. member would agree we could not
create the machinery of land taxation

merely for the limited purposes of such

a clause as this. If he as a private

individual were going to do a work,

why should he not have the right to lay

down the terms upon which be would do

it? Why should he give to a man an

enbanced value by work which he was-
doing? If he did not build the railway,

that man would be no worse off. There

had been no conceivable scheme yet
enabling us to apply the betterment
principle so consistently that we could
wmake every person who benefited con-

tribute something. If these clavses were
passed, that would be a distinet advan-
tage, and would enable ugs he hoped not
to do an injustice, but to prevent all the
benefit ariging from the counstruction of
public works from going to private people
in those instances where the Government
thought the land they deemed it desirable
to purchuase capable of being used bene-

ficially for State purposes.

Mz. MORAN: It would be a great
surprise to him if the radical principle
alluded to went through without due
notice heing taken of it. He was fully
convineed of the necessity for introducing
radical changes in the taxation system
of Western Australia, and his views on
the point had been well defined for years.
He believed the State should get a share
of all unearned increment, but bhe was a

. great enemy tosingling out any particular
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section of the community and penalising

il. We should pass a law which would
apply to the whole. A man who had
property where roads leading to a station

met might get more ot of the construc.

tion of a line than another man who lived
s quarter of a mile nearer. The Premier
was not justified at the present time in

penalising people in this little area, and

" allowing men who lived in the vicinity
of an old line to go scot-free.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 6, 7 —agreed to.

Schedule :

Mep. ATKINS moved as an amend-
ment —

That all the words after " thence,” in line 2,
be struck out, and the following inserted in
lieu :— " Going (as straight as engineering
difficulties wili aliow) about two miles south of
the Forreat Hall and thenceas straight as pos-
asible to connect with the South-Western Rail-
way at Mundijong, with allowance for devia-
tion of one mile on each side.”

By what he understood from the Minis-
ter for Works, this amendment was not
as needful us he had thought.

Mr. HIGHAM: Was not the hon.
nmiember out of order in discussing a rail-
way other thun that included in the
schedule? The ruling at the last sitting
was that any discussion cu a railway
going beyoud whut was included in a
Bill read a second time would necessitate
the Bill being laid aside and the intro-
duction of a new meagore. The same
principle applied to the amendment now
before the House.

Tue Crateman: If the amendment
were passed, it would necessitate the
withdrawal of this Bill and the introdue-
tion of a new one.

Mz, ATKINS: At present there was
a right to devinte to the extent of four
miles, and if he moved hiz amendment
allowing for a deviation of one mile, that
would not cblige us to drop the Bill.

Mg. Hicganm: The line the hon. mem-
ber advocated was one of 20 miles, instead
of one of six and a-half miles.

Mz. ATEKINS: As far as he under-
stood, the Minister wished practically-to
do what he (Mr. Atkins) wanted, to
make a railway in as direct a line as
possible to the South-Western line, some-
where between Mundijong and Armadale.

Tee Minister: That was what was
intended.

. everything they wanted.

Bill, in Committee.

Me. ATEKINS: If that was so, he
would he willing to withdraw his amend-
ment.

Tee Minisrer: If the hon. member
asked bim to commit the Government
either to Mundijong or Armadale, he
could not do that.

Mg. ATKINS: All he wanted was an
assuran¢e that the line would go in a
direction s straight as possible towards
the South - Western Railway, so that
eventually the railway would shorten as
much as possible the distunce between
Fremantle and some point on the South-
Western line, He would like it to go to
Mundijong; but peop'e could not get
By going a
short distaunce back we should get a rail-
way to the Agricultural Hall at Forrest
Road in the same distance or less than
the route proposed.

Tre Minisrer said again that the
Government wished to go as straight as
engineering difficulties would allow.

Mg, DIAMOND: This Bill was for
the construction of a line from Robb’s
Jetty to the Apricultural Hali at Forrest
Road. Having received the assurance of
the Premier that the objective point would
be the Agricultural Hall, it did not matter
whether the line started from Robb's
Jetty or Woodman’s Point, and he was
gure it did not matter to the people of
Fremantle. [Mz. Moran: Nonsense!]
The hon. member did not know what he
was talking about. The people of Fre-
mantle would prefer the line to start
from Robb's Jetty. He was assured by
the Premiér that the Agricultural Hall
at Forrest Road was the objective point.

Mr. HOLMES : If the Premier assured
the hon. member what had been stated on
that point, the hon. gentleman created an
altogether different 1mpression when dis-
cussing the matter with bim (Mr.
Holmes).

Mze. Mograw: What he gathered was
that the objective point was to be the
Agricultural Hall at Forrest Road.

M=x. HOLMES: The great and only
justification for this live was to bring
the South-Western Railway into direct
communication with Fremantle. As to
what Fremantle and South Fremantle
wanted, he did not know that the

. member for South Fremantle was an
. authority to speak for the whole of Fre-

. mantle.

The whole of the Fremantle
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members were agreed. with the exception

of the member for South Fremantle, that
the shortest route was the best route for
the railway, nnd was the route that should
be adopted.

Me. Diamonp: That was not correct.
The wember for Cockburn Soond was
pledged to Armadale.

Me. HOLMES : The only justification
for the railway was to bring the South-
Western line into direct communication
with Fremantle. To give the Government
the right to deviate four miles on either
side, and then to provide that they should
finish at a given point, would reduce the
deviation clause to an absurdity. The
Premier assured him that the Govern-
ment were not bound to terminate at the
Agricultural Hall; otherwise the best
route could not be selected. By build-
ing the railway vie Jandakot we would
penalise Fremantle to the extent of 10
miles in the traffic from the South-
‘Western Railway, and we woold establish
the fuct that we were making a cabbage
railway instead of a trunk railway, while
we would afterwards discover that it was
of no use_ for the purpose for which it
was intended. In addition to penalising
the people of Fremantle, we would
penalise the people settled on the land
farther back. It looked as if the Govern.
ment, in trying to please everybody,
plessed nobody. He would not go so
far 28 to suy that the route was chosen
for political purposes. The only way to
shorten the journey to the South-Western
railway was to carry the line south of
Jandakot and go to Mundijoug, which
was & Government township, as ugainst
Armadale, which was a privately-owned
township, whose owners were waiting to
sell their land on the arrival of the rail-
way and to reap every advantage from it.

Me. Jacosy : That was hardly accurate.

Mr. HOLMES: Was Armadale not a
privately-owned township?

Me. Jacopy: Not altogether.

Me. HOLMES: Mundijong was shown
as a township on the plan, but very

little of the State land was vet sold. '

A direet line to Mundijong woeuld shorten
the route from Mundijong to the Smeli-
ing Works by 13 miles. On the other
hand there was already a good metalled
road from Fremantle to Jandakot Agri-
eultural Hall, and no one could be cen-
vinced that the Jandakot settlers, after
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carting their, produce to the hall, would
then send it to market by rail. They would
drive their teams to Fremantle along
the metalled road in preference. In the
South-West agricultural settlement was
rapidly developing, and a railway should
be built to shoiten the journey of the
produce of the South-West to Fremantle.
As far as the produce of Jandakot wus
concerned, one trum joad a year would
bring in the whole of the cabbages grown
in the district. The Mundijong people
desirous of going to Fremantle had at
present to ravel 41 miles or 43 miles to
the Smelting Works, whereas a direct line
would bring Mundijong within 21 wiles
of the Smelting Works. If the Mundi-
jong peeple had to go argund vie. Arma-
adale and Jandakot, another 10 miles
wounld be put on to the journey,

Mer. Morax: By building the railway
to Jandakot Agricultural Hall no differ-
ence would be wade, in either the Arma-
dale or Mundijong routes.

Mr. HOLMES: If the Goverument
were met with the obstacle that they
must finish at the Jandakot Agricultural
Hall their hands were tied for all time.

Mgr. Morax : There must be an objec-
tive point for the railway.

Mr. HOLMES: Tf the Government
were allowed to decide the starling point,
they should be allowed to decide the
finishing point.  Fremsantle members
were agreed that the shortest route was
the best.

Mg, Diamonv did not ugree to that.

Mzr. HOLMES: Probably because
Jandakot, by the Redistribution of Seats
Bill, was thrown intoe South Fremantle
electorate. The distance from Mundi-
jong to Fremantle over which ihe timber
company had to send timber was 41
miles.

Mr. Hasrie :
Fremantle.

Mgz. Diamoxp: The timber was sent to
Rockingham.

Mer. HOLMES: The length of the
private railway fromn Mundijong to Rock-
jngham was 17 miles, and timber was
shipped at Rockingham because of ihe
distance of the jowrney {o Fremantle.
The difficalty, however, was that the
timber company could only lvad a por-
tion of their ships at Rockingham, and
had to lighter the balance of each ghip's
cargo up to Fremantle. By shipping

No timber was sent to
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their timber at Fremantle they would
avoid these lightering charges, and would
only pay 3s. 6d. per ton for wharfage.
Thie would mean ao increased revenue
at Fremantle und would justify the great
expenditure on the harbour.

M=r. Jacory: Would the Armadale
traffic have o go vie Mundijong ?

Mr. HOLMES: The Armadale people
had a direct route to Perth.

Me. Jacosy: It did not look very
direct on the map.

Me. HOLMES: Armadale eabbages
bad a market in Perth. Fremantie de-
rived its cabbages by road from Jandakot.
There were great possibilities in regard
to fruit in the South-West. Within the
next five years it was possible that the
mail boats would be loading apples at
Fremautle. 8hould the people opening
up the couuntry in the South-West be
penalised to the extent of 10 miles in the
distance they had to send their produce

[ASSEMBLY.)

to port, in order to satisty a few cabbage '
¢ to reiterate and misstate the real railway
{(Mr. Holmes) was n representative of

growers at Jaudakot? As long as he
Fremantle he would sconer lose the Bill
than agree to the proposal set forth —
that of a railway wandering about in a
wavy direction among the sandhills, as
the Minister called it, or in a snake-like
direction as the member for the Murray
called it. The only justification for the
railway was to catrry it in a direct route,
s0 as 0 bring the traffic of the South- West
to Fremantle. Otherwise there was no
ntigld for it, and he would sooner lose the

ill.

Mr. ATEINS: The
should not think that the timber company
would pay 3s. 6d. wharfage at Fremantle
and the extra charges on the railway.

Me. HovxmEs : [he company paid more
for lighterage now.

Bill, in Commitlee.

Me. Hocmes: The Govermnent had
the right to start or finish within four
mniles of the route shown in the Bill.

Mg. McDONALD : The Misister gave
the assurance that the objective point
of the railway would be near the Agri-
cultural Hall. If the objective point
were within a mile or so of the Agricul-
tural Hall the settlers there would be
satisfied, and if it werve decided ufter-
wards that Mundijong shall be the point
of junetion with the South-Western
Railway, the settlers in that district
would be well accommodated.

Mr. HIGHAM was satisfied with the
Minister’s assurance that he would take
advantage of the deviation as far as
necessary, and would terminate the line
as close as practicable to Jandakot Hall.
He and other members for Fremantle
were pledged to the Jandakot Hall as the
objective point.

Mr. JACORY: The member for East
Fremantile (Mr. Holmes) had been careful

problem in connection with this Bill
That problem wus not, as he would make
it appear, the shortening of the transit
by a mile or two, but it was to save the
congestion in the railway yards at Perth,
and that was why those who were con-
cerned in railway traffic were in favour of
the construction of a railway from Fre-

- mantle to junction with the South-

hon, member

Me. ATKINS: The company would '

sooner blow up the piznacles in the
Challenger Passage, and thus open up
the best harbour in the conntry at Rock-
ingham.

Me. McDONALD was satisfied with
the assurance of the Minister for Works
that the railway would start from a point
near the smelting works and go in a
straight line to within balf a mile of
Jandakot Hall. The route after that
point could be fought out by a future
Parliament. Settlera in the distriet were
quite satisfied with the proposal.

‘Western line. If the main object was to
ghorten the distance in trauosit, why not
alter the route of several other railways
for the sume reason—for instance the
Greut Southern Railway, where a saving
of about 60 wmiles might be made by a
direct route ? If this Jandakot line was
ultimately to junction with the South-
Western line at Jarrahdale Junction,
there would be the objection that the line
would not only run through country
which was said to be sandy, but would
run porallel a considerable distance with
the South-Western line. If Armadale
were made the point of junetion, the line
would serve far more people and would
attract more trafiic. It would also pass
through the Government township at
Jandakot, and the State land could be sold
at enbanced prices. He agreed that the
Jandakot lize would be useless unless it
was nltimately to junction with the South-
Western line, for that should be the real

, object, and the point of junction should
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be determined absolutely on the merits in
regard to each place. By junctioning at
Armadale the line would traverse country
suitable for closer setilement, and where
many people had taken up land in small
blocks with the expectaion that rail-
way communication would become avail-
able. By joining at Jarrahdale Junction
the Armadale traffic would be shut out,
and that traffic was considerab'e. Gravel
and stone could be brought from Armadale
‘for road-making at Freroantle and in the
Jandakot Area. There was also a timber
will which in this instance bappened to
be out of the combine, and why did the
member for East Fremantle wish to
penalise .one of those small mills strug-
gling against the combine ¥

M=. FEreusow : That timber did not
come to Fremantle.

Mr. JACOBY: Why sghould .the
timber of {bis mill-owner be shut out?
In addition to that, traffic came from the
Williams district in the shape of agricul-
tural produce and wool, and all that
wool came to Armadale. As a con-
venience to excursionists from Fremantle
who wished to get to the hills, also for
serving the greatest number of people
between Jandakot Hall and Armadale,
for serving the Government townsite at
Jundakot, and for giving the whole
benefit of the line to the people at Arma-
dale without shutting out their traffic,
he considered that the junction at Arma-
dale was the one most desirable in the
interests of the State. He wanted
Armadale Junction to be considered on
its merits.  If he found that Mundijong
should in the interests of the State be
made the junction, his vote would be
given, with some reluctance but honestly
given, for Mundijong ; but he hoped that
if those now advocating Mundijong found
that Armadale could reasonably be
accepted and be made the junction, the
claims of Armadale should be fully taken
into consideration.

Mr. MORAN : Robb's Jetiy was the
natural landing place for large gouds
which had to be taken straight through
to the South-West ; for goods of a dan-

gerous character, and for heavy stock. .
the
Last year he -

He was in favour of starting
line from Robb's Jetty.
showed that Woodman's Point was ob-
jectionable from every siandpoint—from
the Mundijong standpoint, the Armadale
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stundpoint, and the Jandakot stznd point.
The Woodman's Point line was a spur
line open for the purpose of quarantine
and explosives, and we did not want a
line which would feed the Great Southern
Railway to lead near a place where
diseased animals were confined or where
there was a powder magazine. He took
it that this line would spring off, there-
fore, somewhere about the Swmelting
Works or Robb's Jetty and go straight as
far as it could to somewhere about
Jaundakot Hall. This discussion about
whether it should go to Armadale or
Mundijung was out. of court at the pre-
sent moment. That would bave to be
discussed later ou. It seemed to him we
were proveediog upon a well-defined
plan, that being to make use of Robb’s
Jetty for beavy good to go straight away
to the point of consumption. He was
certain the line would go as direct as
possibile to a point in the direction of the
Jandakot area npear the Agricultural
Hall. The Minister ought mnot to be
alraid of a cufting or two, seeing that
not only was the line going to serve the
Jandakot settlers, but that ultimately,
and very soon, foo, it would Le carried
on to connect with the South-Western.
He hoped that next session we should
have a Bill to continue the line, because
it was o bit ridiculous to finish it at
Jandakot, and if the line stopped there
it. would never pay.

Mz. DIAMOND: As to the question
of routes after the line reached the
Agricultaral Hall at Forrest Road, the
Fremantles generally should support the
Government in their effort to get a line
made to the Agricultural Hall, That
broad yprinciple he was prepared to
accept, leaving the question of the future
portion of the railway to be settled later.
As the point had been raised, how-
ever, he was satisfied that by far the
greater part of the people at Fre-
wantle would, if a poll were taken
to-morrow, vote for having the line
taken to Armulale. There were three
points in its favour, one being the
shortening of the distance between the
South-Western Railway and the wharves
at Fremantle, another relieving the con-
gestion in Perth, and the third serving
the settlers oo the route. If the line
went through the settled area, it wounld

; belp a large number of nen who, as he
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had said on a previous occasion, had '

given hostages to fortupe. Nine-tenths
of the men had signed a petition asking
the Government to put the line in a
certain direction. He was, however, pre-
pared to sink that issue.
ment chose to take the line in a more
direct route than from Woodman's Point,
if they preferred to take it from Robb's
Jetty, or near Robb’s Jetty, he was per-
fectly agreeable. He believed he was
speaking generally in conjunction with
the member for Cockburn Sound and he
hoped the member for North Fremantle.
He thought they were speaking for the
people of Fremantle generaily, when they
said they wanted this line to go in the
best possible direction to the Agricultural
Hall, Forrest Road, and they would leave
the battle of the route afterwards to be
fought out by the new House.

[Mz. FovrLgEs took the Chair.]

Mz. FERGUSON : The second readiny
of the Bill was supported by him on the
assurance of the Minister for Works that
the present terminus wus merely the end
of u section. The statement of the hon.
gentleman to-day bad, however, rather
disturbed his idens on the subject. The
Minister pointed out that the engineer
had been instructed to survey the line from
near Woodman’s Point to a point on the
South-Western Railway. Naturally the
engineer look the nearest point, and his
survey was nearly divect from Wondman's
Point towards Armadale. He (Mr.
Ferguson) was opposed to having the
termination at Armadale. He agreed
with the member for East Fremantle
with regard to the line being used by the
Jandakot settlers. He did not know any
market gardeners within eight miles of
Fremantle who would use that railway.

M=. Dramonp: They had said they
would, and had signed a petition.

Mz. FERGUSON: If was coutended
that the building of the line from Arma-
dale to Fremantle would relieve the
traffic in the Perth goods yard ; but
seven-eights of the traffic that came from
the South-Western Railway came from
beyond Armadale, and two-thirds of it
from beyond Maundijong. No doubt

If the Govern- |

Armadale might get some passenger -

traffic from Fremantle if the place was
to be considered as a sanitorium for

Fremantle ; but at present people could |

Bill, in Commiltee.

reach Armadule hy a few hours’ journey,
g0 the contention did not amount to
much. It wasa fact, however, that the
journey from the South-Western Rail-
way to Fremantle would be very con-
siderably increased if Armwadale was the
junction. Therewould be a saving of 17
miles on the present journey hy making
Mundijong the junction, and there would
be a large amount of traffic for a
railway from that point to Fremantle,
the traffic which would relieve the
Perth goods yard. The member for the
Swan alluded to a timber mill at Arma-
dale, but none of the produce of that mill
ever reached Fremantle.

MEg. Jacoey: What about the Arma-
dale brickyards ¥

Tee TrEssURER: The hon. member
had never heard of them.

Mz. FERGUSON : The great bulk of
the traffic would come from the South-
West beyond Mundijong. He was not
prepared to go as fur as the member for
East Fremantle and say he would rather
lose the Bill than see the railway wan.
dering about the country and not getting
to Mundijong in the end ; but he hoped
the Government would start the railway
from Owen's Anchorage, and make the
terminal point somewhere south of the
Agricultural Hall.

Mg, Jacosy: Would six miles make
any appreciable difference on long-dis-
tance traffic ?

Mr. FERGUSON: It made & con-
siderable difference brtween Mundijong
and Frementle.

Mg. Jacosy: Freight was paid on
the zone system now.

Mz. FERGUSON: Not yet.

Mgz. Jacopy: The system was coming,
and the six miles would make no differ-
ence in the freight.

Me. FERGUSON: The junction of
the future railway with the South-
Western Railway was not the guestion
before the Committee. He hoped that
the terminus of the Jandakot railway
would be south of the Agricultural Hall,
with a view to carrying the railway on to
Mundijong.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Schedule put and passed.

Preamble, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendment, and
the report adopted.



Roads Closure Bill.

PERMANENT RESERVES ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL.

IN COMMITTEE.

Resumed from 10th December;
FouLEEs in the Chair.

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Change of purposes of
Portion of Heserve of 4228 A :

On motion by the MinNisTer ¥For
Lawps, the words * portion of Swan
. Location P” struck out, and * Swan
Location 2032 ™ inserted in lieu.

Clavse as amended agreed tu

Clause 3—agreed to.

Preamble, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendment. and
the report adopted.

Mz,

ROADS AND STREETS CLOSURE BILL.
IN COMMITTIEE.

Mg. FouLkEs in the Chair.

Clause 1.—agreed to.

Clause 2—Closure of portion of Wil-
liam Street (Perth):

Ter MINISTER FOR LANDS moved
that the clause be struck out. He
thought by doing this ke would be re-
moving the only contentious clause. He
understood, however, that the matter of
closing Ord Street was to be opposed.

M. Moran: The House refused to
close it last seasion.

Tee MINISTER : Hon. members
could discuss the matter in the schedule,

Amendment passed, and the clause
struck out.

Schedule:

Ter MINISTER FOR LANDS, in
reply to remarks made by members,
explained in detail the reasons for clesing
gtreets in various towns and distriots as
set forth in the schedule.

Item—In the city of Perth. closing
that portion of Ord Street lying between
the eastern side of Havelock Street and
western side of Harvest Terrace:

Mr. MORAN: The closing of Ord
Street, which ran through a main portion
of the city towards the enclosed ground
now occupied by the new Parhament
Houses, was objected to by all the resi-
dents in that street. That had been a
street for many years past, and the Gov-
ernment should not press this part of the
schedule, but allow the Perth Council to
consider it thoroughly. He moved that
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the portion of the schedule “in the city
of Perth” be struck out.

Mr. PURKISS seconded the amend-
ment. It was a sericus thing for
Parliament to close a main artery.

Tee MINISTER FOR LANDS: This
street which was proposed to be closed
was not in use at the present time, nor
had it ever béen used. It was an impass-
able piece of road. There was another
street called Wilson Street which it was
proposed to widen for giving an imposing
access to the grounds of Parbament
Houses. Ord Street ran up to the enclo-
sure of Parliament Houses and finished
with a dead end.

Me. Moran: That was not so. It
ran into Harvest Terrace, which bounded
the upper side of the enclosure of Parlia-
ment Houses.

Tae MINISTER: The proposal to
close this atreet was referred to the
advisory committee in connection with
the new Parliament Houses, and the
committee, of which Dr. Hackett and
Bir George Shenton were members,
approved of the closing of this street,
and approved of the widening of Wilson
Street to give a good entrance to those
grounds. The extra width gained by
closmg the end of Ord Street would be
added to Wilson Street.

At 630, the CraTEMAN loft the Chair.
At 7-80, Chair resumed.

Amendment (to strike out) put and
passed.

Schedule as amended agreed to.

Preamble, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments, and
the report adopted. -

EVIDENCE AMENDMENT BILL.

Received from the Legislative Couneil ;
and, on motion by the MINISTER FoR
MiwEes, read a first time.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES.
IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

Besumed from 10th December; ME.
FouLkes in the Chair.

Lawns Depasrment (Hon. J. M.
Hopkins, Minister).
Vote—Agricultural Bank, £2,040:

Mgr. MORAN: The Government should
take into consideration the unecessity of
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housing thiz bank and the Savings Bank

in a suitable building.
Vote passed.

Rabbits, £33,635 :

Me. MORAN: It was rather unfor.
tunate that a motfion of want of con-
fidence cume in right on top of these
discussions, which should have heen

carried to a conclusion independently of .

a motion of want of confidence. He was
not responsible in any way for that
motion, but at the moment it looked as
if the House was very evenly divided as
to whether there had been some mal-
adminisiration in the department. Per-
haps it wag not the fault of the Minister,
but. of officers in the hon. gentleman’s
department., We heard that some officers
were to be drastically dealt with in
connection with this rabbit guestion.
Unfortunately poor Mr. White, one of
the hardest worked men in this State,
had been let go. Although a certain
amount of praise had been bheaped
upon the Minister, he (Mr. Moran) still
thought an injustice bad been done to
Mr. White. Touching Mr. Morton
Craig, he bad not been satisfied with
the explanation given either by the
Premier or the Minister for Lands for
getting rid of this officer, who was an old
and valued servant against whom there
had never been a word. Touching the
question of rabbits he heartily wished the
present Minister great success. He
hoped something might yet be doune to
show Mr. White that in this country, in
these modern days, a case such -as his
would not be allowed to Le dropped at
its present stage, and that sume arrange-
ment would be come to between Mr.
‘White and the Government, so that this

officer would not have to sue them in the '

courts of law—and in his (Mr. Moran’s)
opinion, win—for what was his undoubted
right. If Mr. White was to leave, it
ought to be in peace and quietness, and
he should at least have his character
restored and some travelling allowance
given him. Only the other day the
department would go to law in connec.
tion with a public works matter, although
the Crown Solicitor advised them not to
do so, and it cost them double what it
would have cost to settle it.

Mzr. DIAMOND : Though he indorsed
the action of the Minister for Lands, it

Rabbits. -

was posstble Mr. White might have
been indirectly hardly dealt with, and
he commended that ofhicer to the reason-
able, fair, and proper consideration of the
Minister,

Mr. HASTIE: The Minister should
make a statement with regard to the con-
dition of the Rabbit Departimment. Was
the Secretary now Chief Inapector?
Were all the rabbits killed this side of
the fence? Had a start been made to
erect a new fence ?

Me. HOLMES: The Mipister should
give some explanation in repard to
ex-inspector White, who had been harshly
treated, though at fault and apparently
badly advised in his treatment of the
Minister. The Minister should see that
justice was done.

Mr. BATH urged the Minister, when
he secured an opportunity, to make an
inquiry into the conduct of the depart-
ment in Perth. He (Mr. Bath) was
informed that the secretary, previous to
the recent debate in Parliament, declined
to give employment to a certain experi-
enced rabbiter, and that after the recent
debate the secretary informed the same
man that be was just the sort of man the
department wanted.

Tue MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
department had completed 370 miles of
fencing, and the fencing of 95 miles was
in progress, making a total of 465 miles,
starting from the south coast. In addi-
tion, country for 119 miles was surveyed,
and contracts were being prepared for
this portion, giving a total of 584 miles.
The supervision of the whole of the con-
struction work was now in the hands of
the Public Works Department—a change
which would be amply justified. In eon-
nection with the 119 miles bhalance, he
did pot think it would be wise to consider

- the question of day labour; but that

question might be laken into considera-

¢ tion in counection with the balance of

the fence to be erected to the north-
west coast. ®ix rabbiters were engaged
—-three of them at £5 per week, and
the other three at £4 per week, each
man providing his own borse. These men
would finish their engagement at the end
of the week, for horses would be no
longer of any service on this side of the
fence. It would be absurd to say that
all the rabbits this side of the fence were

 eradicated, and he would not take the
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respunsibility of saying it. It was pro-
posed now, und he thanked the Director
of Agriculture for the help given in this
regard, that the present secretary to the
Rabbit Department should go out and
take charge of one of the parties, either of
supervision or of construction. He (the
Minister) intended to inquire very care-
fully into the Rabbit Department and
into the work of the present secretary
(Mr. Wilson). TUntil be could do so Mr.
‘Wilson would rewain in the head office.

Mr. Hastie: Was Mr. Wilson now
Chief Inspactor?

Tre MINISTER : Yes, but at present
he was in the head office. Parties of
rabbiters were sent out, but in order to
get supplies of food they had to leave
their districts and come into Boorabbin
or other places, thus being away from
their work for several weeks. Ii was
now decided to place one man in charge
as an inspector, who would keep the
rabbiters supplied with food aud water,
and would be able to exercise a capable
supervision over the parties. The
presence of the rabbits at Wyola was due
to the fact that rabbits had the habit of
following a track or clearing. Probably
they came down the railway line where
the feed was good, and were hurried on
by locomotives. Breaks were being made
across the railway lines with pits under
the rails, and railway gangers would be
entrusted with the supervision of these
yards, the Commissioner of Railways
having been good enough to offer these
facilities.  Settlers could have wire.
netting at £24 10s. per mile, and
the question of advancing wire in
urgent cases was under consideration,
The fence so far constructed was under
inspection, and money was held back in
connection with one contract. So soon
ag information was available it would ke
placed at the disposal of the House. Mr.
Ponton, of Eucla, paid a visit to the
Rabbit Department during the day and
purchased 40} miles of netting, showing
that he had not lost faith in the Eucla
country. Mr. Ponton stated thut the
rabbits had done no bharm so far. It
showed the faith of pastoralists in that
district when Mr. Ponton would not take
advantage of the 20 years' terms ex-
tended to persons wanting netting, but
paid cash. Al appointments were made
by the officers of the Rabbit Department,
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or by the officers of the Stock Depart-
ment in the absence of the officers
of the Rabbit Department. He (the
Minister) would be only too anzious to
inquire into the work of the department,
but no opportunity of doing so had been
provided up to the present. TIf Mr.
White would formulate an appeal he
(the Minister) would be ouly too pleased
to take it into consideration ; but it was
not to be expected that he (the Minister)
should submit an appeal to Mr. White.

Vote put and passed.

Stock, £5,398 6s. 8d.:

Mz. WALLACE : Sowelittle time ago
the Minister announced that on the re-
tirement of Mr. Morton Craig it was his
intention to appoint a veterinary surgeon
as Chief Inspector of Stock, and that the
majority of the stock inspectors would be
qualified veterinary surgeoms. It was
not always wise to place a man in charge
of the Stock Department merely because
he was a veterinary surgeon. Mr
Pentland, late Chief Inspector of Stock in
Victoria, recently pointed out that the dis-
trict staff in Victoria was composed of
practical men exiperienced among stock
and accustomed to country life and the
ways of the bush; that the Victorian
department had been successfnl 1n stamp-
ing out scale and in keeping down pleuro;
that the primary object of the depart-
ment was to keep infectious and con-
tagious diseases ont by land and sea and
to stamp them out; and that, besides the
experienced men, there were attached to
the department six veterinary surgeonsin
private practice, whose services were
sought after in special cases, and who
were called upon in conjunction with the
the inspectors of stock to inspect im-
ported stock. This showed that the ex-
perience of Victoria waa that it was not
always wise to have a qualified veterinary
surgeon as Chief Inspector of Stock, but
that it was necessary in the interests of
stock to have these veterinary surgeons
attached to the department. We had
not benefitted by the appointment made
by the Minister. Mr. Weir was a
gentleman whom he (Mr. Wallace) held
in the highest esteemn as a veterinary
surgeon, and Lhroughout the State Mr.
Weir was held to be a thoroughly quali-
fied man in his profession.
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Mr. Moran: He was not held so by
everybody. That opinion was not held
by 4 good many cattle men.

Me. WALLACE: The Minister was
convinced that Mr. Craig rmade serious
blunders. He (Mr. Wallace) could say
that Mr. Weir had made blunders since
being placed in charge of the department.
Mr. Craig made the first experiments in
dipping cattle in this State. The present
Minister had put on Mr. Craig the whole
blame for the condition into which the
quarantine ground at Fremantle had got.
It should be observed that Mr. Craig
made experiments which Mr. Weir, as the
veterinary surgeon of the department, had
opportunities of witnessing; and after
Mr. Craig was removed frem the charge
of the department, Mr. Weir, as the
acting chief inspector, began to experi-
ment on his own accouant and increased
the strength of the dip to such a degree
that it killed a number of bullocks. He
did this notwithstanding the experieuce
of Queensland in the dipping of stock;
and having made this serlous mistuke,
he then adopted the dip which Mr, Craig
had been using. Since he did that, the
Minister spoke of the improvements
made in the dipping of stock at Fre-
mantle, and gave all the credit to Mr.
Weir. As to detecting pleuro in cattle,
it was known that a practical stockman
wag more competent to ride through a
herd and detect an unhealthy beast than
would be a veterinary surgeon. 'Then as
to tick and tick fever, we were told by
the Minister that certain bullocks in
the quarantine ground at Fremantle
developed tick fever; but be (Mr
Wallace) affirmed that the Mimster
eonld not prove that any beast died there
from tick fever. A medical man did
supervise the post-mortem examination of
one beast that died, and his opinton was
that there waa no indication in the intes-
tines of the animal that it had died from
tick fever; yet the Mimster announced in
this House that tick fever had developed
in the quarantine ground at Fremantle
and one beast had died. Mr. Craig
having proved the efficacy of the dip he
was using when in the charge of the
department, what necessity was there for
experimenting in a stronger dip, and

waking it so strong that bullocks actually

died? Mr. Weir in the lust anpual
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report of the department referred to tick
fever, and recommended the same pre-
caution that he (Mr. Wallace) bad
previously stated to this House, that
if after dipping it was found safe
to release ticked cattle from the
quarantine ground, they should not be
distributed 1ndiscriminately on the gold-
fielde for grazing, but that a certain
line should be drawn beyond which those
beasts should not go. One passage in
the report said: “ No tick-infested cattle
should be allowed farther north, even
under quarantine, tban Menzies.” So
Mr. Weir realised that there was a risk
in allowing ticked cattle to roam about
the State indiseriminately, Mr Weir
was largely responsible for all the trouble
that arose in connection with tlie permit
given by the Stock Department for a
particular mob of cattle to be removed to
the goldfields. Itwasadmitted thatthose
cattle did not go to the goldfields for
slanghter. They were inspected by Mr.
Weir, and he gave a permit for the cattle
to go out of the quarantine ground; so
he must have known they were so low in
condition that they could not be going to
the goldfields for slaughter. He (M.
Wallace) believed he saw the same mob
of cattle, and many of them were so
poor that they were not fit to walk outof
the yard. He would not be suvprised if
some of them had to be carried into the
railway trucks. They were too poor
for stores, and certainly too poor for
slaughter ; but notwithatanding their low
condition Mr. Weir gave the permit for
those cattle to be sent to the goldfields.
It would not be surprising if some of
them died as soon as they got to a
pasture. Mr. Weir was no more free
from error than was the late chief
inspector ; and he was more to blame, for
the whole trouble ian connection with
those cattle sent to the goldfields arose
through him. These facts created a sus-
picion amongst members and others that
if Mr. Weir was to remain in charge of
the Btock Departinent, either the regula-
tions would be too laxzly carried out or too
harshly administered, because he had
shown he was not thoroughly acquainted
with the handling of stock. It would be
unwise, therefore, to place the department
in charge of a veterinary surgeon unless
he also bad a practical knowledge of
stock. It was doubtful whether Mr.
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Weir hud had any experience outside of
Western Australia.

Tae Miwister: He was one of the
board of six examiners in Melbourne.

Mr. WALLACE: Was it desirable
that the officer who held the position of
veterinary inspector should also hold the
post of stock inspector? The stock in-
dustry waa worthy of all snpport and care
of the Government. He wished to refer
- later to the great absence of considera-
tion in regard to the pastoral industry as a
whole. It had been pointed cut that last
year there was a falling off in cattle to
the number of 2,600 imported into the
State. If that decreuse was likely to
continue, it spoke well for the local pro-
duction in this State, but that would
necessitate a heavier drawing on our
own resources in the North, and conse-
quently there would be more risks in
bringing down stock. In order to get the
number on board people would have to
slip in several beasts which were not in a
fit condition to mix with healthy cattle.
A period of about tem days elapsed
hetween departure from the port of ship-
ment and arrival atthe port of discharge,
during which time many beasts which left
Wyndbam would contract disease, con-
sequently our yards at Owen's Anchorage
would become a hospital for stock. It
wag desirable to have some system of
ingpection at the port of shipmeut in
order that cattle which were not fit for
slaughter should not be allowed to come
down—except under special regulations
for the purpose of introducing store stock
—and tbat dealers should not be put to
the trouble and expense of bringing down
cattle which, when they reached Fre-
mantle, should be condemned. Even if
dealers did that at their own risk, they
did it also to the risk of the people
down here. He remembered the Minister
speaking about establishing a quarantine
area at, he thougbt the hon. gentleman
said, Hine's Hill. The pasture on the
goldfields, especially this side of Menzies,
did not Jast any great length of time, and
was it possible to fence in a sufficient
ares to maintain cattle there all the year
round ¥

Tae MnisTER FOR LanDs: Yes.

Me. WALLACE : That was a state-
ment with which he did not agree. The
greafer part of this country south of the

Quscoyne bad to depend—and he ques-
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tioned whether the Gascoyue also had not
to do so—on the undergrouud supply of
water. All round Yalgoo and the Mur-
chison district were wells from six to
sixteen feet, and during the years he had
lived there people had very large stock,
consisting of horses and ecattle. The
member for Cockburn Sound gqueried the
carrying capacity of 100 acres to ome
bullock. It would, however, take more
than that in the case of land fenced
round year after year, but if the majority
were worked on the system he (Mr.
‘Wallace) thought they should be, the
carrying capacity should be much larger.
He was referring to the question of the
quarantine area at Hine's Hill; he had
not been to Hine's Hill that he knew of.

THE Minister FOR Lanps: That idea
had been abandoned.

Me. Moran: A resolution had been
carried against it.

Me. WALLACE had no recollection
of that. Weeling was very strong in
regard to establishing a quarantine area
in order that store cattle from Kimberley
should be fattened for the local market.
That brought him to the question of the
amount of secrecy which seemed to sur-
round the actions of the Minister for
Lands and his officers in connection with
the Stock Department. It was due to
the public that not omnly should every
publicity be given to the cxistence of
disease, but where members or other
persons were desirous of visiting the
quarantine yard and seeing those cattle,
and if possible being present during the
time any experiments were mwade, such
opportunities should be given. He did
not say this for the purpose of reflecting
on the Minister, but on two or three
occasions he had asked the hon. gentle.
man to let him kuow when experi-
ments would be made. He had received
a promise that he should be advised,
but he had not been so advised,
and he lknew that experiments had
been made since. He was desirous
of seeing these stock in their first stage
of sickness, visiting them periodically,
and then attending any post mortem
examination that might be beld in order
that be might gain a knowledge of the
indications of these particular diseases
and disseminate that knowledge, The
Minister should endeavour to obtain as
early as possible a number of copies of
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the pamphlets on tick and tick diseases,

and have those distributed to the different
offices—police offices he might suggest—
throunghout the whole of the State,
where they could be seen and perused
by every person interested
in order that he might be seized of
the Lknowledge which would guide
him to locate the disease in a beast.
The Minister should consider the import-
ance of the introduction of an amend-
ment of the Brands Act. The member
for the Guscoyne went to considerable

in stock, |

trouble last year to prepure a Brands

Bill, but pastoralists were so conserva-

tive that they would not accept anything |
that had a suggestion about it of doing |

away with family brands. At a recent
conference pastoralists spoke against
doing away with the brands their fathers
had used, and oue pentleman objected
because of the cost of a new brand.

Tae MinisTER FPor LanNDs: Vested
interests in brands were sometimes great.

Me. WALLACE: In ap article in one
of the agricultural journals, a lndy who
tock a great interest in stock matters
pointed cut that in one station in the
North the owners had "“o000”
brand. If another man came in and
registered ‘* 0000,” he would have a very
beautiful business if he were alongside
the station where the brand was ‘' 000.”
In the next Parliament there were bound
to be one or two members who took a

Stock.

the member for the (ascoyne. The
Minister should also consider the question
of the importance of the breeding of
horses. Tn the southern part of the
State one could sve a number of ill-bred
animals driven in handsome carriages
and sulkies, which animals were probably
turned out loose at some later stage and
became responsible for breeding nf horses
which had no value whatever. A friend
of his purchased three horses, a sulky
and harness for £19. -

Tae Minmsrer ror Lanns: Did h
get two more horses thrown in as dis-
count ¥

Me. WALLACE: People had spoken
to him with regard to the question of
taxing stallions. It was intended to
introduce such a tax in Queensland, and
a start shonld be made here in this direc-
tion. It was not too early for the Gov-
ernment to make a start. Care should

i be taken, becanse numbers of persons

for a

deep interest in stock, and they would

assist the Minister to pass an amending
measure {o establish a proper system of
brands to be arranged in catalogues, as
in Queensland. It was prescribed that
the inspector of brands should place
before Parliament each year a return
showing the number of brands registered
sach year, but not a single return had
been made as yet, because it was too
costly to the State to provide the type
with which to print the various
brands in existence. It was pointed
out during last Parliament that two
persons were registered for the one brand.
It was necessary to do away with this
state of affairs and, at the same time, to
do away with the cattle luggers, of whom
he believed there were a fewin the State.
The Miniater could ask his officers to
give some little attention to the Brands
Act, and they would find assistance from

+ people

owning horses kept them in their pad-
docks and got an enormous amount of
work out of them. There was no desire
1o inflict & hardship on these persons. A
law existed by which stallions found at
large could be destroyed, but no one
cared Lo resort to this practice. Com-
plaints, however, were numerous about
these stallions running at large, and it
was wonderful to see the number of ill-
bred horses drawmg handsome carriages.
2ome people did not care what class of a
horse they drove as long as it had foor
legs, and they interfered in this way
with the dJdesire of those who wished
to tmprove the breed. It was no use
introducing well-bred horses.
The Goverument did not get very
much revene from Lhe beautifully-bred
horse they imported, and people in the
eastern farming districts complained that,
potwithstanding they charged low fees

. for the services of their well-bred imported

the Bill brought forward last session by

horses, these services were not availed of.
The pastoralists throughout the North
recognised the value of importing well-
bred stock for the purpose of enlarging
the horse raising industry, but it was no -
use taking up the question in the North
while we flooded the market in the South
with ill-bred horses. People would have
cheap horses, but they would find that
by buying a horse with a little quality
they would get a better bargain than by
buying them at £8 or £10 a dozen.
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Very recently u deputation waited on the
Minister for Lands asking that the regu-
lation dealing with the dipping of sheep
should be cancelled. [MINTSTER FoOR
Lawns: In their application to one dis-
trict.] If sheep tick did not exist in that
district, there was no intention that the
regulation should apply to it, but if

[14 Decenser, 1803.]

people in that district- exchanged sheep |
with people in districte in which the tick

did exist, the regulation should be made
to apply. 'The Chief Inspector of Stock,
in reporting that the sheep tick con-
tinued to be a source of trouble to owners,
recommended the continuance of dipping.
This recommendation was made prior to
the 30th June lust, and afforded oppor-
tunity to run off sheep to the dip afier
shearing, and thereby te ascertain whether
tick existed. He had been told by people
of experience with tick in New South
Wales that it impoverished the animal;
hence the order in question should have
been strictly enforced ogainst these who
had the wurning in time for shearing.
The Minister said tiie quarantine system
had been abandoned. He (Mr. Walluce)
would move to strike out the item for
quarantine.

Tar MivisTer For Lawps: The in-
tention was to make the item reud
“Quarantine depdts, dipping and veter-
inary experiments, £3,000.”

Me. WALLACE: That was satisfac-
tory. Sowe time ago he asked when
abattoirs would be erected, and was told
the work would be taken in hand imme-
diately. What was meant by “imme-
diately 7 Next session he hoped the
Minister would announce that a start had
been made with abattoirs, especially at
Fremantle. If the goldfields people did
not continue to agitate for goldfields
abattoirs, that was their fault. He chal-
lenged contradiction of anything he had

said, If he had spoken harshly of any- !

one, that wus not to hexp contumely oun
him, bat to point out errors with a view
to their remedy. He hoped the Minister

. would consider whether it was better to
appoint veterinary surgeons rather than .

men with a practical experience of stock.

Mr. HOLMES congratulated the pre-
ceding speaker on the numerous subjects
he bad raised for discussion, many of
them deserving of consideration. A
Brands Bill should have been long since
introduced, und ought to be placed early

Stock. 2775

iu the list of Bills for next Parliament.
He disagreed with the hon. member's
remarks as to the importation of stud
horses. This sbould not be undertaken
by. the Government. Much could be
done, however, to exterminate ' weeds.”
The aftempt at State horse-breeding
some time ago raised a howl from all
parts of the country that vested interests
were interfered with; and the stallion
was quietly disposed of.

Mr. Waivnace : Horse-breeding by
the Government was not advocated, but
a tax on stallions, so that a man with a
mongrel stallion would not preserve him
in that state.

Mr. HOLMES disagreed with the hon.
member's recommendation that *“ prac-
tical men ” instead of veterinary surgeons
should be employed as stock 1nspectors.
An inaspector should combine scientific
training with practical experience. Fail-
ing such a man, let us have one with
scientific training. Much had been said
indirectly about Mr. Weir, the Acting
Chief Tnspector of Stock. Mr. Weir
was an able man, with much experience
ju the old country and the KEastern
States, and had done good work in his
present position. Mr. Craig, who had
been removed, was no doubt a good
officer, but was a peculiar and vindictive
officer to have any dealings with. So
long as one kept on the right side of Mr.
Craig, one could do exactly as one liked.

Mr. Moran: So long as one obeyed
the law.

Mr. HOLMES: Yes. Mr. Craig would
give one a concession, but if ove took a
concession without asking for it, Mr.
Craig became one’s enemy to the end of
the chapter. Personally be (Mr. Holmes)
bad been on goud terms with Mr. Craig;
but he knew of others who had got into
trouble with that officer, and who were
perhaps less guilty than he (Mr. Holmes),
he having approached Mr. Craig in a
reasonable way., Mr. Oraig had not been
barshly dealt with ; for, though entitled
to a pension of only £220 a year, the
Government had given himm £250.

Mg. WaLLace: Why?

Tre Mirisrvr For Lawps: The Act
provided for it, and a precedent had been
established.

Mr. HULMES: For 10 years ticked
cattle had been arriving at Fremantle,
and until the last six or eight months
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nothing definite had been done to prove
whether dipping did destroy the tick or
was ineffective.

Mr. MoraN: Wrong! Dipping was
carried out and proved successful by Mr.
Craig, particularly under the supervision
of Mr. Haley, a Queensland expert.

Me. HOLMES: Then why were nou
the dipped cattle liberated ?

Mgr. Moraw: Because Mr. Craig’s
advice to that effect was not accepted by
the Ministry. Mr. Craig advised liber-
ating after three dips.

Me. HOLMES : Then the cattle had
been allowed to starve in the yards after
dipping, though they might have been
liberated and sent to pasture. The
Minister said that tick fever had deve-
loped at Fremantle, and that there was a
beast with a temperature of 104-2, That
might be s0; but the facts were that
two miserable, half-starved calves, 12
months old, were given to the Govern-
ment for experimental purposes, because
the Glovernment would not buy healthy
animals. The calves were placed in open
yardsin the hotsun, just after they haden-
dured a voyageacrossthe Anstralian Bight.
Mr. Copley gave them to the Government
to experiment with. They were putina
yard with 200 wild North-West bullocks,
and remained there in the hot sun.
Occasionally an officer went to take the
temperature of the beasts. He galloped
in amongst the 200 wild cattle, and
though it was not known how he took the
temperature, he said the actual tempera-
ture was 107.

Tue MinNister: It should have heen
101%, but it was 106:2.

Mr. HOLMES: After the galloping
process it was discovered that there were
ticks on the calves, which were washed
down with a solution. A bucket of the
solution one day happened to be standing
in the paddock, and one of the calves
drank the poisonous solution and next
day it was discovered dead. Then it was
dealared the calf died from tick fever.
Simultaneously with this the Government
brought in 200 bullocks that had been
dipped twice. They were inspected and
found to be free from tick, and the same
day that the calf died these bullocks were
inspected, passed as clean, and trucked
to the Irwin country, and there they
were now roving about in the pastures of
the Irwin, and said to be clean. If tick

[ASSEMBLY.)
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could live at Fremantle or live in the
southern areas at all, these cattle should
not have been released under any circum-
stances, but the Government should go
on experimenting. His conviction wus
that tick would not live at Fremantle or
in the southern areas, and consequently
cattle should be liberated.

Mg, WALLACE » That was contrary to
Mr. Weir’s report. ‘

Mgr. HOLMES: The cattle were sent
to the Irwin, and from inquiries made
that day he found the cattle were doing
well and that there was no sign of tick
on them. After eight or ten years' ex-
perience he said that every faeility had
been given to distribute the tick in the
southern areas. Cattle had got away,
had been led away, and had been taken
away, and every opportunity had been
given for distributing the tick, but with
no result. After two dippings it was
found that cattle could be liberated and
were clean, and when sent to the Irwin
they were doing well. Yet we had the
statement of the Minister that a calf
died of tick fever at Fremantle. « If tick
fever would flourish in the southern areas
cattle should not be liberated at all. There
had been tick foungd in the cattle trucks.
The Minister told members that trucks
coming back from the goldfields, right
through the agricultural areas, were
literally alive with tick, and no doubt
tick had been distributed all over the
gsouthern areas, but there had been no 1l
effects,  If the Minister's statement was
correct that tick would breed here, theu
the Government should put a stop to
cattle being liberated. The Government
shouldd go on experimenting and try a
couple of healthy calves or bullocks and
not a couple of half-starved animals. If
the Government were not prepared to
buy a couple of healthy bullocks, then he
thought the people in the trade would be
prepared to give a couple of healthy
cattle to the Government. He urged on the
Minister the necessity of following up
the experiments in connection with the .
dipping of the catile at Fremantle, so
that it could be finally decided whether
tick would exist in the southern areas.
These experiments should be carried out
during the next six months so as td be
ready for the next Kimberley season. If
any risk was attached te liberating the
cattle e was prepared to take back all



" Annual Eetimates:

he had said, but if it could be proved
there was no possibility of the tick exist-
ing, by all means liberate the cattle
without the absurd restrictions being
carried out,

Mr. WALLACE : Ticked cattle which
had been dipped had been sent to the
Irwin. Mr. Muir speaking on this
matter io his report said: “More liberal
regulations were now being prepared for
dealing with tick-infested fats on the
Easteru Goldfields. A quarantine area,
which would include Coolgardie, Kal-
.goorlie, and Boulder, would be fixed

[14 DecemBER, 1903.]

and placed under official supervision, '

where the stock would be allowed to
graze for slaughtering purposes. Later
on a smaller quarantine area would be
arranged for at Menzies.” But in bis
opinion “no tick-intested cattle should be
allowed farther north, even under strict
quarantine, than Menzies.” He also
said: “ The beef supplies for the smaller
wining centres could either be slaughtered
there or obtained from clean herds; the
object being to guard against any infec-
tion heing brought too near the herds of
the Murchison or Gascoyne districts.”
Here was a recommendation by the
Chief Inspector of Stock that it would
not be wise to let cattle go fartber north
than Menzies for fear of infecting the
herds of the Irwin and the Murchison.
Mz. CONNOR: The tick question
ought to be relegated to the past, and it
was to be hoped this would be its funeral
to-night.
been brought from Bast Kimberley and
distributed over all paris of the country
for the past vight years. Two hundred
and fifty to 350 head of cattle heavily
tick-infested were put in paddocks around
Northam and depastured there, waiting
for & market on the goldfields. That
was within the knowledge of the Stock
Department. Tick cattle had been sent

. vards.
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dearer to the consumer. The restrictions
were a farce, for ticked cattle had been
distributed all over the country with no
evil result. He (Mr. Connor) did not
want to discount what the inspector said
about the steer that died in the cattle-
yards at Fremauntle the other day, bat
there was no need to be frightened about
it, because there was another steer in the
yards which was put in there ot ithe same
time as the one that died, and it was all
right. Possibly if there were clean cattle
in those yards, and cattle with tick were
brought from the northern parts to those
yards, and the ticks dropped and at-
tached themselves to the clean -cattle,
those ticks might produce tick fever;
but the next generation would not do so.
We had bad an experience extending
over eight years, and it had been proved
up to the hilt that the second generation
would not only not produce tick fever,
but would not live, becanise if they would
have done so they would have been here
in millions. Moreover, on the goldfields
cattle thickly infested with tick had been
in the same yards as clean dairy cattle,
and the tick had not spread. It wastime
that these tick regulations were put an
end to. Take the case of the Fremantle
Cattle were swam ashore, and in

. the last few years hundreds of these

Cattle with tick on them bhad |

cattle covered with tick had got away,
and it would be impossible to hold them,
They went between Fremantle and
Rockingham and got into the bush, and
most of them were lost.

Tre MrvisTER FOR Lanps: That sys-
tem of swimming cattle ashore had been
terminated.

Mr. CONNOR: We should remove
these absurd and unnecessery restrictions,

which only tended to harass the people
who dealt with cattle, and made pur-

- chasers pay more. If the tick was going

to Albany and Bunbury-and landed at

Geraldton, and the butcher at Geraldton
eight vears ago sent him (Mr. Connor) a
letter stating that the cattle were heavily

i ith tick. If that ,and - . :
infested with tick. LIf that were so, an . puttiog their heads underneath the fence

be kpew it was, why put in force the
restrictivns  preventing catile being
brought here and distributed through the
country? Every restriction and every
regulation put on the importation of
cattle, and every fence built to prevent
ticked cattle being distributed, made beef

to be propagated here, it would have
been in existence by now. There was not
a day in the week in which dairy cows,
all round the yards at Fremantle, where
tick infested cattle existed, were not

to get fodder. Ticks would not live here,
and it was a cruel and great shame to
keep on unnecessary regulations,

Me. ATKINS : What would benefit the
country more than any other aystem
would be to establish freezing works at
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Wyndhane, and freeze the cattle, ticks and
all, before bringing them down,

Mz. MORAN: Regarding Mr. Craig,
the evidence about allowing cattle to go
to the goldfields showed that was done
under the superinteadence of Mr. Craig;

[ASSEMBLY.]

farthermore, that Mr. Weir was vetern-

nary surgeon under Mr. Craig, and Mr.
Weir allowed rotten caitle to go to the
goldfields, specifieally for consumption,
but really for pasturing purposes. That
was audmitted by Forrest, Emanuel & Co.,
according to the file.

TeE MINISTER ¥OR LANDS:
not so,

Me. MORAN: The Minister for Lands
had made statements, and the Premier
had drawn sufficient red herrings across
the track to fill a barrel. They would
not allow the House to get ai the truth
in connection with these matters, and the
intervention of u motion of want of con-
fidence gave members who would have
supported an endeavowr to obtain an
inquiry an opportunity to go back.
About that time the House was about to

That was

carry a motion of censure on the Govern- !
ment, through this Stock Department, or '

to direct that the Government should
give a select committee.
members on the Government side of the
House promised him to vote for a motion
for a seﬁ’ect committee of inquiry. They
were not satisfied that Mr. Craig bhad a
fair show; but it was another matter when
a motion of want of confidence against the
Goverument was launched. BMr. Craig bad
not had a fair trial, and his dismissal
did not reflect credit upon any impartial
Government or Parliament in Australia.
The Minister was not correct in saying
that no successful dipping experiments
were made prior to his advent, for three
highly successful experiments had been

Half-a-dozen '

made, and the cattle which were dipped .
were found to have no tick upon them,

while clean cattle were placed in the
vards time after time as an experiment.
Tn one case a couple of clean bullocks
were placed in the yards for six montbhs,
and they did not contract tick fever. In
spite of all these facts, Mr. Craig uvever
advised the Department to run tick
cattle loosé without dipping, always
holding, on the authority of the highest
expert in the world, that whenever tick
would propagate the fever would be
found prevalent. Dipping was found

Stock.

effective in Queenstand. The Govern-
ment should proceed carefully in the
matter of erecting freezing worke in the
North,

Teg Mixister ror Lawps: It was
ouly proposed to keep them geing for
half o year,

Mer. MORAN: Such an arrangement,
would make the working very costly, He
understood there was enough pasturage
around Wyndham to allow the works to
be carried on the whole year round, but
the queation was whether the supply of
stock was sufficient. No doubt the flocks .
in the North were increasing, and we
would soon be able to face the world us a
market. The two great features of the
successful management of freezing works
were sufficient market on a regular trade
route, and regularity of supply. The
suggestion was made that we wight kill
the eattle and place them straight away
into the freezing chambers on the
steamers. That experiment had leen
carried out successfully in other parts of
the world, but the plan might not be
suitable for Kimberley. However, we
could make a start on a small scale, the
Government either carrying out the
works themselves or subsidising some
private individual or company. 1In the
meantine the Minister should get all the
statistics he enuld lay his hands on with
regard to thismatter, He(Mr. Moran) had
1o desire to go into Mr. Morton Craig's
dismissal at any length, because he did not
thinkk any gond would be done to Mr.
Craig, and because the knowledge of the
matter would not get to the country, and
again because he could not excite mem-
bers into any action. It was suffictent
for him to say that the Premier deliber-
ately avoided the main point at issue
between Mr. Morton Craig and Messrs,
Forrest, Emanuel, & Co. Mr. Craig laid
a charge againt this company for shipping
cattle from Fremantle for depasturing
purposes on the goldfields when there
was no section in the Act allowing them
to do so. Forrest, Emanuel, & Co.
admitted that the cattle went to the fields
for depasturing, and the Crown Selicitor
said that it was a flagrant breach of the
regulations; but the Premier prevented
Mr. Craig from taking action against
Forrest, Emanuel, & Co. half a dozen
times, as wus proved by the files, and
instructed Mr. Craig to proceed against
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My, D’Arcy Uhr, not for the original
breach of the Act at Fremantle, but for
taking the stock from Coolgardie to some
soak, this being » minor charge alto-
gether. The Premier refused to allow
Forrest, Emanuel, & Cu. to be brought
to book over this matter.

. Me. HovuEes: Store cattle went to the
goldfields for yeurs.

Me. MORAN: And Deeming was not
the only person who murdered a woman.
There was a flagrant breach of the regu-
lations, but Forrest, Emanuel, & Co.
were the private clients of the firm to
which the Premier belonged, and were
protected from prosecution. It was this
people did not like, and what the House
would not have liked had the discussion
been proceeded with instead of being
merged into a waut of coufidence debate.
The Minister for Lands dawdled 28 days
over the inquiry, and papers were taken
from Mr. Roe’s office without his know.
ledge. Mr. Roe said that he had time to
hold the inquiry, and did not know
why tle papers were taken away from
him. He (Mr. Moran) would wnot
rake up all the details now, but he
intended to place the watter hefore his
constituents for their judgment, and to
asl them what Lhey thought of & Minister
taking up an invidivus position at the
request of his chief who could not, on
account of his own buinanity. bave failed
to have some sort of a wish to see his
valued clients come through unscathed.
The Minister for Lands, proud to be a
Minister, took up the inguiry, but he
should not have done so. He (Mr.
Moran) only accused the Minister of
not being in the position to bring a eulm
and judicial mind to bear on the inguiry.
Mr. Oruig said that the main issue was
obseured by minor points being debated
at great length, and he felt that injustice
was being done to him. He (Mr. Moran)
did not think a civil servunt should be
dismissed in this guestionable manner,
and especially ove against whom nothing
could ever have been said. Mr. Craig
feared nobody, and sought no favour.
Cattle king or no cattle Ling, he did his
duty, and was above any suspicion. The
Minister for Lands should give attention
to the Brands Act, and to the question
of dealing with stallions, which was not
beneath the dignity of any Government,
as bhorses were a valuable Australian

{14 Decemeer, 1903.]
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asset. The Minister thould look far and
wide before he permanently filled the
position of Chief Inspector of Stock.
The gentleman appointed should be one
in whom evervbody could bave confidence;
one with no record of failures, and one
who would be free from any cliques in
‘Western Australia.

Mz. F. CONNOR: As far as the
acting Chief Tuspector of Steck was con-
cerned there was no one more capable, or
no one more eligible.

Mer. Morawn: The officer inoculated
cattle so that their tails dropped off.

TeE MinisTer ror Lanps: That was
a cominon occurrence after inoeulating.

Mz, CONNOR: It sometimes occurred.
Mr., Weir was a capable, puinstaking, and
hard-working man, and was thoroughly
straightforward aud honest. The Gov-
ernment brought forward a proposal in
connection with the establishment of
freezing works in the North, and they
promised to go into the question of
establishing works uat Wyndham. Then
a private person said he would erect the
works. but did not. The establishment
of freezing works would benefit Bast
Kimberley, and as member for the dis-
trict he (Mr. Connor) advocated their
immediate establishment. As to whether
they would pay he would not express his
private opinion ; but the works would be
necessary in the not distant future.
Speaking in his public capacity, he said
thas in the course of two or three yearsa
concession must be given to a' private
compuny or the Grovernment must under-
take the business. Probably the latter
course would be better, because the
Government could subsidise mail steamers
to carry frozem beef. However, it was
not on record anywhere Lhat freezing
beef alone would pay. Beef freezing
musat be cobined with mutton freezing,
and there werenosheep in East Kimberley.
In England steamers were now heing
built with abattoirs on board for the
Argentine trade, the stock being driven on
board at the port, killed, and stored in
the refrigerators, either frozen or chilled
or both, whatever would not keep chilled
being frozen. The Government might be
justified in subsidising a Loodon com-
pany or a local company which would
build a steamer on those lines, to carrv
mails also and call at the ports en route,
bringing beef from Wyndham and filling



2780

Annual Fstimates :

up with sheep on the way south. Hedid
not absolutely advise the adeptivn of
this scheme, but recommended it for con-
gideration.

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS: It
was always pleasant to reply to the mem-
ber for Mount Magpet (Mr. Wallace),
who, though perhaps expressing opinions
with which one could not agres, was
generally sincere. Did it follow thata
veterinary surgeon should not he at the
head of the Stock Departrnent because
the presence of veterinary surgeons had
been criticised Dby Mr. Pentland, of
Victoria, who was himself a practical
man, and who, to maintain his own posi-
tion, must necessarily condemn any
proposal to replace bim with a scientific
man ? Did we allow a practical hospital
wardsman to control the Medical Depart-
ment? Had we not an astronomer
controlling the Observatory ?

MEe. Morax: Andafarmer at the head
of the Lands Department ?

Tee MINISTER: In the Lands De-
partment were two Ubranches, eacH in
charge of an expert. Surely there was
pot 1n Awustralia a better authority on
land settlement than Mr. Clifton. It was
regrettable that the gentleman’s physical
strength was not equal to his meuntal capa-
city. Kven Mr. Pentland bad the assist-
ance of six veterinary surgeons, but to
account for this he said they had a right
to outside practice. He (the Minister)
did not care for the services of men who
were under public rather than depart-
mental control. Such an officer might be
required by the department to inspect
the stock of a valuable client, and private
considerations might influence the report.
In the United States the department was
entirely controlled by scientific men. Mr.
Edgar’s stud was well koown in thia
State. If one of his valuable animals
gickened, were we to send him a practical
wan like himself, who knew no more than
he, or a scientific man probably capuble
of working a cure ?

Mze. Moran: And what would the
department do in the absence of the
head ?

Tue MINISTER: Tt had not been
uncommon for the Stock Department to
be controlled for extended periods by a
shortband writer and iypist. None would
accuse Mr. Norman Malcolm of being a
practical man; yet he had more than once
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been placed for a long time in control of
the department. It was hardly worth
while to endeavour to deal again with
the stock inquiry. With due respect to
the member for West Perth, he (the
Minister) did not waste 28 days on that
inquiry. These were days of arduous
toil, and the inquiry necessitated much
overtime to keep office work up to date.
No doubt if the hon. member were
given a week in which to create the
world, he would do the work in three days
and have a four-days holiday. He (the
Ministes) would be pleased at ull times to
permit any member to attend at depart-
mental experiments. He was sorry the
member for Mount Magnet (Mr. Wallace)
bad assumed that he would be rung up
and asked to attend. He (the Minister)
had awaited the hon. member's con-
venience. A Brands Bill had been pre-
pared some time ago with a view to its
mtroduction this ‘session; but this the
congested state of the Notice Paper
would not permit. Early next session he
hoped to introduce it. Here a8 in other
countries people who had for many years
used one brand well known in the wool
markets of the world did not like to
change it. ‘That difficulty had hitherto
prevented the passing of a Brands Act;
but he hoped to overcome it, and
at the same time to introduce effective
regulation and control of brands. Person-
ally he favoured a tax oan stallions, with
the provigion that an animal up to the
Government standard should be exempt
from taxation. Why should a good
animal be taxed? The difficulty of
enforcing such a provision was not
obvious, for it was enforced on the
Continent. A deputation relative to the
Victoria dietrict had waited on him as to
the compulsory dipping of sheep for
tick. An inspector was now examining
the flocks there, and if such an attractive
piece of country were found to be free
from tick the owpers would not be
harassed by being cowpelled to dip. But
experience io other countries had induced
stock-owners to dip sheep off the shears,
whether or not there were complaints;
and those who in, New South Wales and
Queensland had tried dipping continued
it becanse of its good results. As to
Mr. Morton Craig, little need be said to
remove the supposition that he bad been
harshly dealt with. Although the opinion
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of the Government, uo doubt influenced
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by his (the Minister's) recommendations,

was that Mr. Craig should not remain
for a long period at the head of the
Stock Department, and though Mr,
Craig was retired, yet he, in recognition
of pood work said to have been per-
formed in the past, was granted his
pension, about £220. Mr. Spencer, who
bad been retired from the Lands Depart-
" ment, was under the Public Service Act
given an increase of his pension, aund, as
was only just, the same consideration
was extended to Mr. Craig. He (the
Minister) did not suppose he wonld
be wrong in saying that Mr. Craig was
as capable an officer as Mr. Spencer.
Perhaps with another Minister not quite
go generous as himself, the result might
not have bheen so satisfactory. He
believed that tick fever did develop
in the case of the two steers at
Owen's Anchorage: Mr. Weir's reports
. were clear on the point. The tempera-
ture of the bovine ranged at about 1013°,
and the temperature ran from 108° to
1062°; that in itself was serious. QOne
of the steers, whose temperature reached
a very high stage, was found dead; a
post-mortem examinution was made, and
the stomach was analysed, also the serum
taken from the carcase. "There was ubso-
lutely no trace of arsenic, and the post
mortem established the fact that the
symptoms were such as might be expected

from an animal dying from tick fever. :

It was not intended to stop at the present
stage.
purpose previously.

Mz, Connor: The Government bought
cattle, and kept them in the yards for
twelve months,

Tae MIN1ISTER : Members would see
that the Glovernment were making pro-
vision for such experiments as might
appear necessary. If clean cattle were
put in the yards the same thing might
occur again, but we should go on finding
out what the next generation of ticks
would do. Members who had been
engaged in the cattle trade for years
felt strongly the convictions which they
held, and it was not his (the Minister's)
tdea to endeavour to refute those convie-
tions, but the Government were willing
to continue the experiments they had
started, which would be the means of

aiding a proper solution of the difficuley. 3

Tlhere never was a vote for this -
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He had promised members that an
inquiry would be made into the erection
of freezers at Wyndbam : inquiries had
been wade, and it was only within
the last few days that he indorsed the
files back to the Agricultural Depart-
ment to have their view on the ques-
tion as it now appearcd. It seemed
that the Giovernment could not anticipate
the erection of freezers at Wyndbam
unless the Government had the loyal and

_hearty co-operation of the people in-

terested in the cattle industry of the
State.

Mgr. Connor: What was the probable
cost?

Tae MINISTER: About £50,000 a
vear to freeze 500 head of cattle a duy.
The large number was fixed on the
assumption that it would only be possible
to freeze for six months in the year: that
naturally showed that we were in the
early stage.

Me. Moran: Did the estimate include
ships?

Tue MINISTER: It covered every-
thing. If the people interested in the
trade, and he wished to appeal to them,
took the question up to see if they could
go into the matter on a co-operative
principle, the Government would tuke
nto consideration the granting of a
subsidy to them : it would be a distinct’
advantage to the community.

Mr. Jacosy: Did the estimate include
boats ?

Tue MINISTER : By no means. He
would be only too pleased to have any

| literature of the kind wmentioned by Mr.

Wallace placed al the disposal of mem-
bers. Referring to the question of swine

© fever: up to the present time there had

i

been nine inspectors wt work in connec-
tion with the outbreak, and there was
satisfaction in knowing tihat with two
exceptions the fever outbreak had been
confined to the districts in which the
ontbreaks originally occurred.

Me. Moran: It was pretty widely
separated. ’

Tae MINISTER: Not particularly.
He gave the particulars of the places the
other day in speaking on the introduc-
tion of the Estimates. Except at Bridge-
town and Greraldion, the Stock Department
were convinced, with the precautions
taken, they would in a short space of
time be uble to announce that swine fever
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had been practically eradicated. That * their boots and clothes wfter making an

was gratifying, and showed what loyal
effort, had been put forward by the Stock
Department, a deal of which was due to
Mr. Weir for the experiments he had
carried out successfully, although in the
Bastern States and in other countries
there was considerable doubt and diffi-
culty us to the experiments.

Mr. CONNOR: All must give credit
to the Stock Department and to the
Minister for doing their best to eradicate
swine fever. According to the Govern-
ment (azefle published last Friday, it
was proposed within the quarantined
area, which was a very large slice of
the country, al any rate the most im-
portant swine breeding part, that no pigs
should be removed for six months.

Tae MinisTer: Not exceeding six
months,

Me. CONNOR: That meant six
months, Would the Minister allow pigs
to be removed from a fann where there
had been no fever, if within six weeks
from the issue of the Gazefte notice there
wag no trace of fever on that farm? The
restrictions gazetted were too severe.

Tre MINISTER : It was notintended
that the pigs should be kept for six
months on the farm, nor was that the

legal interpretation of the Gazette notice. -

Mr. CONNOR: Would pigs be allowed
to be shifted from a farm where no
disease had occurred, if no disease was
discovered within the next six weeks?

Taeg MINTSTER: It was not to be
expected that he could give a definite
assurance that within six weeks the pigs
might be removed. The matter must
first be dealt with in the ordinary course
by the Stock Department, the responsible
officers of which would advise him. If
necessary the period would be caurtailed.
‘When one considered the loss which oc-
curred in England in 1899 of £400,000
by the ravages of swine fever, one could
see the great risk which the country ran.
Drastic action should he taken to prevent
the spread of such a severe digease.
‘Without any undue hardship to persons,
means would be found te overcome the
difficulty.

Me. Moran: Were the trucks that
curried diseased pigs disinfected ?

Tag MINISTER: Every care was
taken in the matter of disinfeeting; even

inspection of a piggery where swine fever
existed.

Me. Moran: If inguiry were made
it would be found that the trucks con-
veying infected pigs were not disinfected
in the first stages of the outbreak.

Mr. CONNOR: In the quarantine
area extendiog a great many miles along
the coast, and a great many miles inland
around Perth, no one particulur farm was
exempt, but everybody had to comply
with the regulation. He wished to know
why the same thing did not apply in the
Bridgetown district, where Mr. Arthur
Blechynden's piggery was situated. Why
was that piggery alone quarantined, and
the vest of the piggeries in the district
not?

Tre Minister: Mr. Blechynden's
nearest neighbour was not within two or
three miles.

Me. CONNOR: There were lota of
clean piggeries more than three miles
from others, and yet they were all quar-
antined.

Me, JACOBY : Muny piggeries in the
hills had been def:lu.rec{ absolutely clean.
Did the Minister say the proprietor
should not be allowed to sell ?

Tue Minigrer: For the time being
the removal of swine was prohibited, and
according to the experts of the world
such a course was necessary.

M=r. CONNOR: Would it not be fair
that, in all those districts which had not
had the disease, owners should beallowed
to shift their stock, if they required to do
50, six weeks after the proclamation was
issued ?

TeeE Minister: It would take a big
army of iospectors. Every day the
disease was being eradicated, and we
heard less of it

M=r. CONNOR: This protection was
wanted for people whose pigs had not
had the disease. The time which he had
mentioned and six weeks which had
elapsed would make a total of 12 weeks’
quarantine.

Mz. JACOBY : Some of the places he
had in his mind were just as wmuch
isolated as the piggerv which the hon.
member mentioned. In some cases the
owners of pigs were absolutely dependent
on the induostry for their livelihood. As
these piggeries were situated compara-

the officers were instructed to disinfect | tively close to Perth, there should be
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sonme weans by which they could carry
ou their business, if their places were
absolutely clean ; and these places were
declared clean.

Tae MivisTeR: They were not de-
barred from any return, but this was
only putting it off for a day or two; the
Ppigs were growing all the time.

Mr. JACOBY : It would be well if the
Minister would endeavour to meet some
of these special cases.

Tae Mimvierer: It was always more
pleasant io grant permission than to
refuse.

Mz. CONNOR mentioned the case of
Mr. (eorge Stubbs, who had brought
out from England pigs of a special
breed. )

Tee Mivister: The case of Mr.
Stubbs was being inquired into by the
Stock Department.

Mg. MORAN: It was to be hoped
that what had occurred would be an
object lesson to the department. In the
past Mr. Weir denied the existence of
swine fever; but swine fever was known
to exist, and was brought under the
notice of prominent people six weeks
before he (Mr. Moran) spoke in the
House on the subject. He had a copy
of a letter from a well-known man w{:u
wrote to & paper which refused to publish
his letter.

Mz. WALLACE asked for information
as to salaries of various officers referred
to on the Estimates.

Tee MINISTER said the Chief In-
spector received £550 per snnum. The
clerk bad last year £275, the amount
this year being £150. There was one
veterinary surgeon paid at the rate of
£300 per aunum, and Mr. Haley, in the
Kimberley district, drew £435.

Mr. WALLACE asked for informa-
tion relative to an amount of £834 for
veterinary sargeons.

Tz MINISTER replied that imme-
diately we established an abattoir at
Kalgoorlie we should want to have a
veterinary surgeon there. There were
horse troubles, more particularly in the
Kimberleys, and we wished to deal with
them. This could only be done by means
of veterinary surgeons. Mr. Glen re-
ceived £284 10s.; Mr. Knight, Albany,
£50, and officers at Roebourne, Eucla,
and Esperance each £12 per annum.
Sums for labourers occasionally employed

(14 Decemrer, 1903.]
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totalled £225. The suving this year in
salaries ran out on the present basis to
£982, as compared with last year.

Mr. MORAN: Was there any pro-
vision on the Estimates for establishing
and maintsining a guarantine for tick-
infested cattle at Coolgardie and Kal-
goorlie ¢

Tee MINISTER: Such provision had
been wade for sume mounths past. Glen
was the officer who carried out that duty.

Me. MORAN: Were there any ex-
penses excepl that officer’s salary ?

Tue Mrvister: No.

Me. MORAN : Was thers anything on
the Estimates as salary for Inapector
Taylor, in the South-West District ?

TeE MivisTer: Yes; item (o) £380
bad reference to it. The appointment
would terminate in two months.

Mr. MORAN: Was there anything
on the Estimates for Mr. Craig’s retiring
allowanee?

Tat MiNIsTER: That was on the list
of pensions; it had goune through the
Ezxecutive Council, and had been approved
of. He should think it went through
about a month ago.

Mr. TAYLOR: A man named Wood
was dismissed at Robb's Jetty.

T'ee MrnisTeEr: We were on the items
now.

Me. TAYLOR: Mr. Wood said he was
dismissed in order that a friend of the
Minister's, naumed Fitegerald, might il
bis position. He was only receiving
about £3 a week. [TeE MINISTER:
That was correct.] Mr. Wood said he
was in the position for a considerable
time.

Tee MintsTER: He wus not there very
long.

Mr. TAYLOR: Mr. Wood claimed
that no fault was found with him except
that he did not get on too well with
people whose cattle were in quarantine.

Tug MinisTER: That was the first he
(the Minister) had heard of it.

Mgr. TAYLOR: Mr. Wood said the
manager of a certuin firm hoasted that
four officers in the Stock Department
would be dismissed. Three of them were
dismissed, and Mr. Wood said the fourth,
named Malcolm, was likely to go at any
time.

Tae MinisTER: The man must have
guessed that.
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Me. TAYLOR: Tt was hard that a
representative of a private firm could say
that any man was to be dismissed.

Tae Mrvister: There were one or two
more. The hon. member might have put
them in,

M. TAYLOR: It was said this gen.
tleman boasted of being able to get four
men dismissed.

Tae Minisrer disputed the statement,
and hoped the bon. member did not give
credence to it.

Mr. TAYLOR made the statement as
it was given to him. The Minister should
make it clear. It was unfortunate for a
man to say the Minister had dismissed
him to put a friend on, knowing his dis-
‘missal was urged by the representative of
a company. The man said that it was a
friend of the Minister who was lo take
his place.

Tae Minrerer: Yes; that was the
statement-—~a relative first and a school-
mate afterwards.

Mg, TAYLOR: If it was correct, the
Minister deserved censure.

Tae MinmsTeR: Quite right.

Mr. TAYLOR: No Minister should
dismiss a faithful servant in order to
place his friend in the position.

Tar MinsTer : Hear, hear.

Me. TAYLOR: It was not honest.

Tae MiNisTeR: If it were true. -

M. TAYLOR: Primd facie it was
true, if a manager of a company could
say that four men were to be dismissed,
and we found that the four were dis-
missed. The only disease the late Chief
Inspector of Stock did wot understand
was the disease of political jebbery.
That was the talk of the man in the
street. If a man in a private company
could get men dismissed any time he
liked, 1t was tume the Minister was
dismigsed.

Tae Miniarer: The opportunity was
afforded a few days back.

Me. TAYLOR: Some explanation was
needed from the Minister. 1t was well
known that this private individual was
trying to get the dismissal of these
officers for vears, until the present Minis-
ter came into office. This man Wood
was badly treated because he had to
“buck " against the company with which
this individual was connected.

Tae MivisTeEr: The hon. member did
not belicve that was true.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Stock.

M=r. TAYLOR would believe it unless
the Minister made it clear,

Tag Mi~vtsrer: The hon. member
should- sit down and give him (the
Minister) the opportunity to do so.

Mr. TAYLOR: The Minister was
treating the matter very lightly.

Tae MINISTER: The unbiased
observer would say that, if the hon.
member desired information, he should
ask for it and then make his attack, but
that he should not muke his attack
without having any foundation for it.
Mr. Wood was not long in the service of
the department. No person spoke to
him (the Minister) about the man, whose
retirement wus brought about because of
the reorganisation of the department
rendered necessary after cureful inquiry
by hiwself (the Minister). The man
Fitzgerald, who was old enough to be his
{(the Minister's) grandfather, was
variously claimed to be his relative and
his schoolmate. He wasneither a school-
mate, nor & personal friend, nor u rela-
tive. The idea was altogsther too
absurd. Mr. Wood was a very decent
old man, but altogether unsuited for
handling stock ; and Mr. Fitzgerald, who
was a man of considerable experience,
was placed in the position. After all it
was only a casual appointment with a
salury of £3 a week.

Mr. TAYLOR : The Minister inferred
that Mr. Wonod was too old to bandle
stock.

Tar MinisTer did not infer anything
of the sort.

Me. TAYLOR: But he was not old
enough to be the Minister's grandfather.
Mr. Fitzgerald knew nothing about what
was to be done, and Mr. Wood was
asked to stay on three or four days to
show him what there was to be done.
The Minister had not explained the
matter, and hed left a more genuine
jingle of truth about the statement Mr.
Wood made.

Itein — Quarantine Depit for tick
cattle, Hine’s Hill, £2,000:

Tae MINISTER moved that all the
words after * quarantine” be struck out,
and “depéts for dipping and veterinary
experiments, £2,000” inserted in lieuw.

Mzr. MORAN: This was no small
item. What quarantine dips were to be



Annnal Estimates ;

established, and how were we going to
spend the money ?

Tag MINISTER : First of all there
would be purchase of stock for the dip-
ping experiments af Fremantle. There
would also probably be the erection of
another yurd in order that we might put
certain tick cattle in it to give the tick
an opportunity of reproducing them-
selves,

Mr. Moran: They would never re-
preduce themselves in a sandpatch.

Taee MINISTER: Because they be-
came smothered with the sand—thut was
the contention. It was proposed to
select another site, on which straw or
some similar covering would probably be
provided. The necessity for dips at
Wyndham and on the Hall’s Creek road
was being considered, as well as a pro-
posal to send a veteribary surgeon to
West, Kimberley to inquire into the
disease affecting horscs,  Stock-owners
wished to co-vperate with the department,
and would doubtless pay fees in order to
bave the necessarv experimenis made.
These were necessary, and could not-be
undertaken without funds. If funds
were not provided, the department could
not be blamed.

Mr. MORAN: When last in West
Kimberley hetravelled extensively through
the country, and the horse disease was
talked of on every station. The lusses
were very severe. Mr. Weir had visited
the distriet; and Mr. Collins, of Oscar
Dowas, told him (Mr. Moran) that Mr.
Weir's advice was so valuable that
whereas before Mr. Weir's advent Mr.
Collins and Mr. Edgar had lost £2,000
hy the disease, they had since lost com-
paratively nothing, and that, were Mr.
Weir's advice followed by other station-
owners, the mortality among horses
would become normal. It was pleasing
to be able to do justice to any public
officer. Mr. Weir's treatinent principally
consisted of burning patches of grass
late in the season to catch the last rains;
and Mr. Collins bad always puatches of
green sward when his neighhours had
ouly drv grass. Mr. Collins mow bred
for sale horses in the pink of condition.

{14 Drceyser, 1903.]

)

Tae MinisTer: At other -tations the '

treatment had not been so successful.
It had not been deterinined who was to
visit them.

Woods and Forests. 2785

Amendment passed, and the vote as
amended agreed to.

Wooda und Forests, £4.240:

M=z. JACOBY: Had nothing been
done to obtain an efficient Conservator of
Forests? In discussing last year's
Estimates members favoured the appoint-
ment of an expert. What would be done
with the plants? Surely there was a
definite end in view. In the old country
and the United States forestry was every
year bemg given greater prominence, und
n the sister States Forestry Departicents
were under cowpetent control; yet we,
with forest reserves superior to those of
any other State, were not following suit.
We had evormous areas of comparatively
usecless country growing nothing but
small scrub. These might be utilised
for pive-planting, for which the Minister
gaid recently there was prison labour
available. Pine-planting was likely to
be profitable; for in South Australia the

. first cutting of pines planted 20 years

ago yielded £200 per acre, or £10 per
acre per annumn gross return since the
trees were plunted—a handsome profit.
The whole of the expenscs of the Forestry
Department could be defrayed if the
work were in the hunds of an expert.
Trne MINISTER: The pecessity for
conserving our forests so as to endeavour
to make the timber industry permuanent
hecame apparent to him when he took
office; hence a Royal Commission was
appointed to investigate forestry. Though
he was justified from the reports of tha
commission in saying that a Conservator
of Forests would be appointed, to find a
capable man would be difficult; but an
expert would if possible be procured,
and the department placed on a scientific
basis. The Premier and he (the Minister)
had considered the matter, and one of the
first measures introduced next session
would be a Bill to deal with State forests,
Mr. TAYLOR: How much longer did
the Government intend to allow the
Roval Commission to sit? Gum-trees
had started to grow all over the gold-
fields since the appointment of the Com.
mission ; and they had had ample time
to grow since the appointment. It was
time the Commission reported. Even
© Government supporters had frequently

|
' characterised such commissions as white-

i washing machines.

Could the Minister
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give an idea of the approximate eost of
the Commission to date? They were
travelling all over the State, even to
Leonora. He (Mer. Taylor) would like to
gpeak stroogly about the Commission,
but would await the Minister's explana-
tion,

Tae MINISTER explained that he
did not cortrol the Roval Commission
on Forestry. ‘''he impressions of that
Commission appeared to be such that
they would be of permanent and lasting
benefit to the State. From the reports
to band already ample indication was
given that the Commission had done
valuable work for the State. A good
deal of time and thought bad been
bestowed and the information supplied
was valuable; information which wonld
enable the Government to regulate the
cutting of timber on the State forest in a
manner which would conserve to the
country a permmanent industry. That
was of great importance when one realised
how easily it might happen, by allowing
things to drift, that the timber industry
would be demoralised in a few years.

Mz. TAYLOR : Statements had been
made in the House by Mr. Yelverton,
Mr. Teesdale Smith, and Mr. Hayward,
in regard to the timber industry before
the Commission was appointed, ag to how
the forests of this State could be con-
served. If the Commission had pointed
out how jarrah and tuart forests eould
be started on the goldfields, good would,
be done. The members appointed ou the
Commission had no great experience in
timber. A commission was not required
to tell the Government how to conserve
jarrah in the jarrah districts. It was
about time the Commission ceased opera-
tions.

Mr. MORAN: The Commission had
brought before the Government the
information that for the next 10 or
12 years Collie eoal would not be required
on the goldfields. That information
should have been sufficient te prevent
the introduction of the Bill for the
construction of a railway from Collie to
the Great Southern line.

TrE Carienan : There was an itemon

[COUNCIL.]

the Estimates “ Bxpenses Royal Com-
mission £2,000." The discussion as to !
the Royal Commission would bave to '
take place on that item.

Woods and Foreets.

Me. MORAN: Attention was being
called to the report of Forest Ranger
Kelso. If consideration had been given
to that officer’s report the Bill for the
construction of a railway from Collie to
the goldfields would not have heen intro-
duced. Could the member for Kanowna
tell the Committee how the Commission
had dealt with the question of the fire-
wood supply on the goldfields ?

Vote put and passed.

[This completed the votes for the
Lands Department.]

Pueric Works DepartTmErT (Hon.
C. H. Rason, Minister).

Vote—Public Works, £350,845 4s.:

Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again.

ADJOURNMENT. .

The House adjourned at twelve minutes
past 11 o’clock, until the next day.

Legiglatibe Counril,
Tuesday, 15th December, 1903,
Paar.
Privilega : Abgence withont Leave, sant weant ... 2787
Billa: Roads Act Amendment, in Committes
resumed, Recommitial, progress ... ... 2787
Jandakot Railway, first reading ... ... 2791
Parmanent Reserves Act Amendment, first
Ronde and Streets Closure, firat reading ... ZFOL
Collie-N| in Railway, second reading ... 2791
Mining, in Committee resumed, Clanzes 91 to
edules, pm&mss
Private Bill : Fremantle Tramways, Recommittal,

reported ... -

Tee PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4:30 o’clock, p.m.
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